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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good norni ng.
will call this neeting of the Public Uility Review
Committee to order for the purpose of screening the
Public Service Conm ssioners, the candi dates for
whi ch we have been called for Seats 1, 3, 5, and 7.
This nmeeting is called to order for Tuesday,
January 7th, 2020.

Thank you all for being in attendance,
menbers and proxies in hand, and a quorumis nore
t han present for conducting the business of the
meet i ng.

| would entertain a notion for us to
go into executive session to discuss potenti al
enpl oynment pursuant to section 30-4-4-70 and for
the recei pt of |egal advice pursuant to section
30-4-70(a)(2).

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: | so nove,
M. Chai r man.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: | have a notion.
s there a second?

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Second.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: | have a second
notified. All in favor of the notion, please say
aye.

(Al'l board nenbers stated aye.)

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: All opposed?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Hearing none, then
the record would reflect with proxies in hand that
It was unaninobus to go into executive session.

(OFf-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. The veil has
been lifted. No action was taken in the executive
session. | would like to make a few remarks as we
get ready to begin the screening process.

This is the first day of the public
hearings for the screening of candidates for the
Public Service Conm ssion Seats 1, 3, 5 and 7.
There are 17 candi dates to be screened. One of
the duties of the Review Commttee is to screen
candi dates to determ ne whether they neet statutory
qualifications: A baccal aureate, a nore advanced
degr ee.

Background 2, a background of
substantial duration and expertise in at |east
one of the followi ng areas: A) energy; B)

t el ecommuni cati ons, C) consumer protection and
advocacy; D) water and wastewater; E) finance,
econom cs, and statics; F) accounting; G

engi neering or H) |aw.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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The Review Commttee is also required
to consider, one, the ability, dedication,
conpassi on, conmon sense, and integrity of the
candi date, and, two, the race and the gender of the
candi dat es and ot her denpbgraphic factors to assure
nondi scrim nation to the greatest extent possible
of all segnments of the population of the state.

The application process began in
August with the press release regarding these
vacanci es being run on August 16th and applications
were due on October 11th. A total of 21 candi dates
subm tted applications. Four applicants have
since withdrawn their names for consideration.

We have conducted background
I nvestigations of each candidate including credit,
| aw enf orcenent, and driver's license checks. In
accordance with previous screenings by the Review
Comm ttee the candi dates took a witten exam nation
to assist us in determning the | evel of know edge
t hat each candidate has with respect to substantive
public utility issues, ethical constraints
applicable to the Conm ssion, and the operation of
t he Comm ssi on.

We are here today to further question

t he candi dates and give them an opportunity to nmake

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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any statenent with respect to their qualifications
and desire to serve as a conm ssioner. The Review
Commi ttee requests that substantive information
during the screening not be shared until after the
final candi date has been screened.

The candi dates are sequestered prior to
their screening in order to ensure fairness during
t he process. However, the purpose of being
sequestered is defeated if the candi dates are
contacted or read about what questions are being
asked or read about earlier candidates' screening
online. A transcript of these screenings wll be
posted onli ne.

So those are ny opening coments. And
then to nenbers of the Commttee | would al so say
that the Review Commttee as in the past wll neet
I N executive session or at |east our past policy
has been for us to neet in executive session with
each candidate followng their public screening to
di scuss potential enploynment pursuant to 30-4-70
and/ or matters of a personal nature which public
di scl osure woul d constitute unreasonabl e invasion
of privacy which were exenpt fromthe public
di scl osure pursuant to Section 30-4-40(a)(2).

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: M. Chai r man,

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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| would nove that we go ahead and adopt that
procedure of going into executive session and do so
now i n a bl anket fashion to prevent having to make
the notion every tine.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. We've had
that nmotion. |Is there a second?

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Second.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We have a second
for that. Any discussion on the notion?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Heari ng none, al
in favor of the notion please say aye.

(Board Menbers stated aye.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: |Is there any
opposition?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Hearing none then
with proxies in hand that is unani nously adopted
and will be the policy. Thank you. Thank you,
Vice Chair Sandifer.

Okay. |If there's no other business
then that takes us to our first candidate for the
screening for Public Service Conm ssion Seat 1.
First upis M. Paul S. Garwch. Garwych. Ckay.

Good nor ni ng.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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MR. GAVWRYCH. Good norni ng.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you for being
her e.

PAUL SCOTT GAVWRYCH

being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you. [I'1]
turn to staff and | think that's...

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Good norning, M. Gawych.

MR. GAWRYCH: Good norning, sir.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Gawrych earned a
Bachel or of Arts degree in Political Science from
The Citadel in 1995. Since 1998 M. Gawrych has
wor ked as co-owner and managi ng partner of his
busi ness, Asphalt Concepts, LLC, where he manages
all financial aspects of the conpany.

In the periods of 1995 to '98, 2002
to 2011, and '13 to '17 he served on the Munt
Pl easant Town Council and was chairperson of the
council's finance commttee from 2013 to 2017,
serving as mayor pro temfrom 2009 to 2011. From
'96 to '98 he served as Vice President of Al brecht
Envi ronment al and Engi neering and was a partner.

From'89 to '96 he served as -- as

Sal es/ General Manager of Fen-Vacc, an environnment al

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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cl eanup and energency response business. M.
Gawrych was an assi stant operations nmanager at

Shi pyard River Coal Term nal in Charleston from
"87 to '89 and from'85 to '86 he was a |l ogistics
coordi nat or for Roadway Express Trucki ng Conpany
in Atlanta, Georgi a.

M. Gawrych, do you have any changes
that you would like to make to the personal data
guestionnaire you submtted with your application?

MR. GAWRYCH: | do not.

MR. DAVI DSON: | woul d request that
M. Gawrych's personal data questionnaire be
entered into the record with any confidenti al
i nformati on being redact ed.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(EXHIBIT 1, Personal Data Questionnaire
of M. Paul Scott Gawrych, was marked for
I dentification.)

MR. DAVI DSON: As a part of our
background i nvestigation of the candi date we
obtained a credit check, driver's license, and SLED
check. Any questions of a personal or confidential
nature will be taken up in executive session.

Before we begin the questioning,

M. Gawrych, do you have a brief statenent that

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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you would i ke to make?

MR. GAWRYCH. Sure. Good norning to
everyone. Thank you for having nme here. It is an
honor to be here. | see this position that |I am
seeking as a calling for continued public service.

As you heard, | spent 16 years as an
el ected official which I would refer to nore as a
public servant at least in the beginning. Politics
seemto cone into play in that wonderful little
towmn I'mfrom but | stepped down on ny own accord
in 2017.

| wanted to see where things would
bring nme and spent sone tinme |ooking at things and
then at the end of the sumer this position hit ne
front and center as a natural extension of being
able to serve not only all the residents of the
Town of Mount Pl easant which | had for all those
years but now the first district and, of course,
everybody in the State of South Carolina.

It would be an absol ute honor, an

absolute chall enge of which I amup for. |

t horoughly enjoy being held accountable. 1It's
why |'ve always served. | think we're all here to
be held accountable. So |I have never -- if you

| ook at nmy record |'ve never made the position as

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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an elected official about nyself. It was al ways
about the Town of Mount Pleasant and I will carry
t hose same characteristics to the Public Service
Comm ssi on.

It is about the Comm ssion and the
State of South Carolina. It has nothing to do with
me. Again, thank you for having ne here as it is
an honor.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. DAVI DSON:

Q Thank you. Could you pl ease state your
name and honme address for the record.

A. It's Paul Scott Gawrych, 755 Gypsy
Lane, Mount Pl easant.

Q Are you a registered voter?

A. | am

Q | n which congressional district are you
regi stered to vote?

A. First District.

Q You touched on this in your opening
statement. Normally at this tinme I'd ask why you'd
like to serve as a Public Service Conm ssioner. |If
you would |ike to el aborate now woul d be an
appropriate time. O herwi se | can nopve on.

A. | have covered it.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Q Thank you.
A | "' m happy to answer any ot her
questi ons.
Q Have you attended any hearings at the
Public Service Conm ssion?
A | have not attended them physically. |

have had the opportunity to |ive stream several of
t he neetings, especially the neetings that took

pl ace in October, Novenber, and Decenber.

Q Have you read any Conm ssion deci sions?
A. | have.
Q How woul d you expect to get up to speed

on the issues confronting the Conm ssion?

A. Like all my years on -- serving on town
council, you put -- you hand ne an agenda and you
give ne access to technical expertise, | can be

ready to hit the ground running first neeting.

Q What rol e does the Public Service
Comm ssion serve in regard to the regul ati on of
utilities?

A |'d say the Commi ssion regul ates
public -- | nmean private utilities with their rates
in a fair manner for the public and for the utility
I tself.

Q How does this relate to activism or

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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bei ng an advocate versus inpartial application of
the | aw?

A. | " mnot sure | understand the question.

Q Conparing the role of the Conm ssioner,
Is it nore of an activist -- excuse ne -- an
advocate or an inpartial application of the |aw?

A. It's -- the | aw conmes before anything
as far as being a Conm ssi oner.

Q Thank you. Do you think that role of
the -- of the Conm ssioner should be nodified?

A From ny position, where | am | can't
really answer that other than what | see. It seens
to be worKking.

Q What are the key factors that a
Comm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A. The key factors in a rate case are
nostly what I'Il refer to as everything invol ved
between the entities as far as their cost, but
nore inportantly at the end of the day it's the --
establishing a fair rate for the citizens of the
State of South Carolina.

Each utility has natural direct and
I ndirect costs that they have to adhere to but
al so at the sane tinme you have to bal ance as a

Conmi ssioner what is a fair and just rate for

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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everyone. | call that the sweet spot.

Q Are you famliar with the three
advi sory opinions issued by this Commttee dealing
with | egislative receptions, |egislative caucus
nmeetings, and political gatherings?

A. | am

Q Have you attended any | egislative
receptions or any | egislative caucus neetings since
subm tting your application?

A | have not.

Q Have you attended any politica
gat herings since submtting your application?

A | have not.

Q Coul d you pl ease explain the general
rul e regarding ex parte comunications as it
relates to the Public Service Conmm ssion.

A. Ceneral rule or out-of-party
di scussi ons, when soneone wants to be able to
di scuss an active or potentially active subject
matter com ng up you nust petition the Comm ssion
to be able to have that discussion because -- so
all parties are there and avail able to hear the
di scussion in fairness to all.

Q Assunme you are serving on the

Comm ssi on and you are approached by soneone --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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sonmeone wanting to discuss a matter that is or may
become an issue in a proceeding. How would you
handl e that situation?

A | would explain to themthat | could
not have any di scussi ons.

Q. Are you aware that comm ssioners are
subject to the judicial code of conduct as well as
state ethics | aws?

A. Il am

Q. Coul d you please briefly describe the
five canons in the Code of Judicial Conduct.

A. The five canons | would say to you --
from menory obviously: Integrity at all tines,
avoi di ng an appearance of inpropriety, no gifts,
no political functions, and basically |ike a judge
you -- once you are comni SSioner you are a
comm ssioner 24/7, 365. | may be a little bit out
of order. Maybe |I didn't get themall, but --

Q. Thank you.

A. -- from menory.

Q. VWWhat do you consider to be the
appropriate use of social media pursuant to the

judicial canons?

A. There's no m Xx. In all nmy years
serving as an elected official | do have a -- |
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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went kicking and screaming with a social nedia
account in about 2012, but you take one gl ance at
m ne you won't see any political comments. |It's
not a part of what that should be used for.

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmediate
famly enployed by a utility regulated by the PSC
either currently or within the past two years?

A No.

Q Do you or a nmenber of your inmmedi ate
fam |y have stock or other financial interest that
Is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a utility regulated by the PSC?

A. No.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmmediate
fam |y have stock or other financial interest that
Is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a renewabl e energy conpany that appears before
t he PSC?

A. No.

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmrediate

famly an officer or director or involved in the

managenent of any business enterprise?
A. For. ..
Q I n general.
A. Am 1 an officer?
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 17

Q Yes, sSir.

A. I n my own business.

Q And - -

A. |'"'man owner if that's what you nean,
yes.

Q And t he purpose of the business is..

A The business that | have now is

basically we own a traffic safety nmanagenent
busi ness. W work all over South Carolina,
Georgia, and North Carolina. Primarily what that
relates to and what that neans to y'all is downtown
revitalization, streetscapes, crosswal ks, speed
humps, traffic cal mng, that nature.

Q Coul d you please tell the Conmm ssion
what entities that you or a nenber of your
I medi ate famly received incone fromw thin
t he previous year.

Now, this does not include |IRAs,
deferred conpensation funds, disability, nutual
funds, pensions, retirenent, or funds received from
your financial institution in the ordinary course
of business.

A. My -- other than ny wife is a -- is
school teacher with Charl eston County Schoo

District.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Q And that incone fromyour business |
woul d assune?
A. Yes.
Q Sure. Thank you. |If elected would

there be any potential conflicts of interest,
financial or otherw se?

A None that |'m aware of.

Q What would you do if a conflict of
I nterest arose?

A. | would make the conflict aware to
all the staff and the nenbers of the Conm ssion and
if -- if the conflict could not be addressed then |
woul d have to recuse nysel f.

Q Are you affiliated with any political
parties, boards, or conm ssions that would need to
be reevaluated if you were nom nated and el ected?

A. | am not.

Q Do you belong to any organization that
di scri m nates based on race, religion, or gender?

A No.

Q What is the appropriate deneanor for a
comm ssi oner ?

A | believe the appropriate deneanor
of -- of a Comm ssion nenber is one that has plenty

of patience, forbearance, is fair, has what | would

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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call -- is level -headed, does not allow emtions to
conme into play in being able to download all the

I nformati on which can be a tremendous anount of

i nformation to render a deci sion.

Q Does that deneanor apply while on the
bench or do the -- do those rules apply seven days
a week?

A. Once you're a comm ssioner you're a
conmm ssioner all the tine.

Q |f elected to serve as a conm ssi oner
how do you envi sion your work schedul e?

A. What ever is necessary. | understand
the position is full time and |I'm available to --
to be here.

Q Could you briefly describe the term
| nt egrat ed Resource Pl an.

A. ' msorry. No.

Q No problem Perhaps the term energy
efficiency.

A. | mean, other than the -- than being
efficient about your energy, |I'mnot sure how that
woul d apply as far as to a power conpany.

Q Thank you. M. Gawrych, as you know,
the Comm ssion pulls a -- does a SLED check and

DW records check and all that. We have di scussed

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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those. At this time I'mgoing to briefly walk
t hrough those for the nmenbers of the Conm ssion.

We have one record here of an incident
report for a vehicle m shap involving a bucket, if
you'd like to briefly put in your words what that
rel ates to.

A. "Il be glad to. | know when | took a
glance at ny file | was sitting next to Heather and
| started | aughing. She goes, why are you | aughing
| ooki ng at your file?

I n shortness, nmy son was home from
coll ege and driving his truck in ny name, pulling a
boat across the Isle of Palns Connector. He cane
home to |l et ne know that a bucket came out of the
boat and he couldn't tell what happened to it, if
It hit the car or not. But he got across the

bri dge and pull ed over.

He waited ten m nutes. Nobody cane.
He cane hone and told ne. | told him-- | said,
well, | appreciate you letting me know. It is hard
to get a license plate nunber. We'll just see what
happens.

Three days later | had a gentleman cal
me who was a little out of line with me. | didn't
know who he was. It turns out it was the gentlenman

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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who owned the car. After | calnmed himdown we
found out we had the sanme insurance agent and took
care of his cracked bunper. Well, | didn't even
realize that that was in the report until you ran
that SLED report.

Q Thank you. You al so know that we
pull ed the records fromthe public index searching
for any lawsuits with your nane associated wth
them One was a 2006 case, Paul S. Gawrych versus
Jeffrey Holnmes. Could you please provide a little
background i nformation on this case.

A. Sure. We -- ny wife and | were cl osing
on a house in Muwunt Pleasant and the real estate
agent for the sellers handled everything for them
It turns out that she did not properly fill out the
ten-page formand had m sl eadi ng i nformati on about

It. So we had to file to rectify that situation.

Q Thank you. Another was in 2012, Peggy
Mosel ey versus the Charleston County Republican
Party.

A Yes. That was the first time | stepped
down off council. | was talked into running for
Charl eston County Auditor. If y'all were around at
the time in 2012 is when they changed the rules on
the filing for the state ethics called, | believe,

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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the state -- | nean the econom c forum

Anyway, | won the -- in the -- the primry.

So Ms. Moseley who was the sitting auditor, she --
she chal | enged that.

So she sued the Republican Party and
| was obviously the candidate. That was heard in
Charleston and it went all the way to the State
Suprene Court. The State Suprene Court ruled ne to
be an eligible candi date.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Chairman, there were
six other lawsuits in which M. Gawych was naned
in his official capacity as part of the service on
the Town of Mount Pl easant Council. Those were
i ncluded in the record.

At this time, M. Chairman, |'d ask
that we go into executive session.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Pursuant to the
previ ous notions, that has been adopted. So we
will go into executive session.

(OFf-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We are out of
executive session. The veil has been lifted and
no action was taken as a result of executive
session. Turn your green button back on.

MR, GARWYCH:  Okay.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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BY MR. DAVI DSON:

Q Thank you, M. Garwych. Just a --
excuse ne -- a few nore qui ck questions. Have you
made any contributions to nenbers of the General
Assenbly since filing your application?

A | have not.

Q Have you sought to receive the pledge
of any legislator prior to this date?

A. | have not.

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi ti onal pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

A | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact nenbers of the General Assenbly on your
behal f before the final and formal screening report
has been rel eased?

A No.

Q Are you aware of any friends or
col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A. | am not aware of any. There are
a couple I know | had to tell them don't do
anything. But | will offer to you that before

| sent in ny application as -- as a courtesy |

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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reached out to several nmenbers of the Charleston
County Legislative Delegation just to let --
because | have known them and worked with them
just to let them know that | was going to apply for
the Public Service Conm ssion and that hopefully
sonetime in md January | could be able to cone
back and talk to them

Q Thank you. Are you famliar with the
48- hour rule which prohibits the candidate from
seeki ng pl edges for 48 hours after the report has
been submtted to the General Assenbly?

A. | am

Q Do you plan to serve a full termif
el ected?

A | do.

MR. DAVIDSON: M. Chairman, | note
for the record that M. Garwych scored a 40 on the
test. At this tinme -- | have no further questions
at this tinme, M. Chairmn.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you,

M. Davidson. We'll go into questions from
menbers of the Review Committee.

EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:

Q Let me just start with one. Again,

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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t hank you for being here. You nentioned you

have your -- your business and those interests.
How woul d you handle -- and you nentioned in your
response to one of the questions, too -- was about

understanding this was a full-tinme position, the
Public Service Conm ssion.

So how woul d you handl e t he busi ness
I nterests that you currently have fromthat
st andpoi nt ?

A. Thank you. After nmy wife and |
di scussed this and prayed about pursuing this ny
next phone call to ny next two busi ness partners
that | was pursuing this was nmuch |i ke when
pursued running for auditor, which is a full-tinme
posi tion.

Qur operating agreenent allows ne to
remain part owner of the conpany regardl ess of what
| am doing otherwi se. So the business can function
on and | can still be a part owner of it.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you, sir.
Questions. Yes, sir. Representative Forrester.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER:

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Q Just a question. Once you got your
score back on the test what did you do?

A. | was -- in a word | was very
di sappointed in the score because | had --
obviously I had -- even when | |eft here that
day | quickly realized that especially on sone
of those wonderful true/false questions that |
probably rushed through sonme of those. But I|']|
just tell you that |I'm not going to make any
excuses.

|'ve never been one to test well. |

don't -- it's not an image -- it's not a reflection

of who | am that score. As | mentioned earlier,

I'"'mconfident that | am-- if selected as a
comm ssioner | can -- | can hit the ground running.
Q | guess what | was searching for, did

you go back and research sone of the answers that
you m ssed?
A. | did. | nean, | went back and | ooked

at the information where | thought | may have
m ssed it or had not quite gotten it all correct.
Yes, | did do that. Sorry about that.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Vi ce Chairman

Sandi fer.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,
M. Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON

BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:

Q M. Garwych, thank you for being here.
| appreciate you --

A. Thank you for having ne.

Q Looki ng over your background, one of
the things that you say in the questionnaire is
t hat you have a background in finance, econom cs
and statistics. A part of the dialogue that you
have in there is in regard to your service on City
Council in Munt Pleasant.

Tell us a little bit about your actual

I nvol venent in setting those standards. What were
they? How did you figure taxes or did soneone else
do it and present it to you?

A Primarily our staff did nost of that
work - -

Q Ckay.

A -- but | worked very closely with them

Q Al right. And then in that sane
vei n under engineering you checked that you have
experience in engineering. What training do you

have i n engi neering?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. | don't have any training or education.
My -- ny reference to that check is -- is that for

the 16 years |I've had ny business we primarily
call ed on engineers and architects.

Q So -- so you were not doing the
engi neering? You were --

A. (Shakes head.)

Q Ckay.

A No, sir.

Q | got it. All right. And then do you
have any experience or know edge of rate-setting
procedures for public utilities?

A. The only experience | have is sitting
as a chairman as of a finance conmttee and
negotiating with what was SCE&G which is now
Dom ni on on how to establish a rate for themto
pay all of our street lights in Munt Pleasant.

Q Yeah, but |I'mtal king about the general
public. For the citizens of your town did you know
how Dom ni on set those rates for the businesses,

i ndustries and residences in Munt Pleasant?

A. | mean, | had a general idea. I
under st and | ooking at the power bill they have a
basic set rate and then they -- and then they have

all these fees attached to it. So | wanted to make

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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sure | was -- could understand it enough to explain
it.

Q Okay. And | think where |I' m going
with this is, do you know what all rates you m ght
be required to set if you were sitting on the

Publ i c Service Conmm ssion --

A | do.
Q -- and what entities?
A Any -- any privately owned utility

whi ch woul d be power, wastewater, transportation
right on down to -- to taxicabs, househol ds goods,
hazar dous wast e.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Okay. Very
good. Thank you, sir.

EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:
Q Kind of following up with that if I

could, as far as when you were with the city were
you -- was there an invol venent?

Did y'all set water and sewer rates for
the -- for the citizens of the -- or did you all ow
the staff to do that or -- or are y'all part of a
different organi zation nore |like a regional type of
wat er and sewer?

A Mount Pl easant Water and Sewer is its
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020

State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 30
own entity. They have their own elected officials
so they serve al ongsi de us.

Where -- where we woul d cone together
is when they need to go out and get a $10 nillion
bond or a $25 mllion bond. That's when we woul d
sit there and break out their cost recovery and
just what they were doing and how they plan to get
It paid for.

Q Ckay. But setting those rates were out
of y'all's domain? They took care of it?
A Yes, sir.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: They were el ect ed.
Thank you. | appreciate that clarification.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Yes, sir, Senator
fromHorry.

EXAM NATI ON

BY SENATOR RANKI N:

Q Pronounce your nane agai n.

A Garwych.

Q Garwch. Garwch. And | --

A | magi ne that Y to be an I,

Q Garwch. | appreciate your offering
for this. | notice you are a graduate of the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Citadel. You have served three terms, | think, on
the City Council in Munt Pleasant.
A Four.
Q Four. Excuse ne. And there is

sonet hi ng about you that you want to subject
yourself to abuse now running and seeking this
position which is certainly fraught with both
technical and political considerations.

Cbvi ously you're a man that has
succeeded in two of those venues or contexts.
Tell me why or tell us why you want to serve in
this role at PSC.

A. | appreciate that. And | know if you
don't know anything about me or had a chance to
observe ne over the years, what | said earlier, |
truly nean that.

| -- we are here to be held accountable
and it gives nme a rush to be able to make a
difference. And the nore difficult it is, the nore
challenging it is, the nore of a reward it is and
an opportunity to do that for all the citizens of
South Carolina is a dream cone true of mne. So --
and that -- | don't see it -- | see -- | see the
pl easur e outwei ghi ng the pain.

Q Opportunity and not a chall enge or

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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per haps bot h?
A. Ri ght .
Q So the test itself as one piece

of this vetting, do you agree that that is an

| nportant baroneter that we in this Commttee as
well as the General Assenbly should rely upon in
a candi date's performance and grade or result?

A. You know, | thought a | ot about that
even before we took the examas far as what all it
meant because definitely, | nmean, |'ve kind of been
In the situation not so nuch as far as an exam but
trying to gauge soneone's true desire and true
I nterest.

If they're really dedicated they're
going to prepare thensel ves for every potenti al
aspect. | really thought that | had prepared
myself for that exam | have not reviewed or
studi ed that hard since | was in college and it
didn't line up with sonme of the parts that may have
gone down in the weeds.

But | guess to answer your question,
why as a part of it? | would hope -- even though
| scored what | scored | would hope that this
Commttee would not allow that to be a big part of

determ ning the capability of an applicant to serve

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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on the Conm ssion.

Q | s there sonething else that we should
rely on in equal or greater weight or with equal or
greater weight?

A. You know, | don't know what y'all do
percentage-wise. | can only tell you that you
can | ook at where I am and what |'ve done and
my experience and ny ability to interact with
countl ess council menbers. Countless county
counci | nenbers, legislative del egates, DOT
menbers.

|'ve al ways been able to work with them
to get to where we needed to be w thout anything
el se getting in the way. That | believe | can
continue to carry on through this Conm ssion.

Q And CHATS, your area of transportation

conmm ssion, are you still on that?
A | am Thank you for that. | am--
' m back on -- | was on CHATS from 2002 to '17 and

then I''m now serving as a proxy for Senator Larry
G oons.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Any ot her
questions?

(No response.)

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: | f not then thank
you for taking time to be here with us today. W
appreci ate you being responsive and your
willingness to serve.
MR. GAWRYCH. Thank you for having
me. As | said, it's an honor. | just -- |
appreciate y'all, your staff. The whole process

since Septenber has been a very nice p
my hats off to everybody handling that

you for your service.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: That npves us to

M. Alvin T. Johnson, Jr. For candi dat
first seat for the Conm ssion that wl
joining us nonentarily. | will be rec
M. Davidson. Good norning.

MR. JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng

SENATOR RANKI N:  We wel cone you,

M. Johnson, for being with us today.
you'll recognize -- if you would recog
court reporter to swear you in.
ALVI N THOMAS JACKSQON, JR.
being first duly sworn, testified as f
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Agai n,
and |I'Il recognize M. Davidson.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you,

rocess. So

and | thank

e for the
| be

ogni zi ng

| guess if
nize the
ol | ows:

good nor ni ng

M. Chai r nan.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc.
A Veritext Company
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Good norning or afternoon, M. Johnson.

MR. JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Johnson earned a
Bachel or of Science degree in Civil Engineering
from The Citadel in 2004. M. Johnson has worked
for AECOM in North Charleston as a project nanager
since 2018 where he is responsible for overseeing a
team dedi cated to resol ving stormwater issues.

He al so serves in the role of Program
Advi sor for the City of Charleston's Departnent of
St or mnvat er Managenent. From 2010 to 2018 he
operated as President and CEO for ATJ Engi neering
i n Charl eston working on various types of projects
i ncludi ng residential, comrercial and
wat er / wast ewat er .

Hi s duties include the design of
wat er and wastewater systens as well as stormnater
conveyance systens. From 2004 to 2010 he worked
at Thomas & Hutton engi neering working as a
proj ect design engi neer on various types of
projects including residential, comercial, and
wat er / wast ewat er .

M. Johnson, do you have any changes
that you would |like to make to your personal data

guestionnaire that you submtted?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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MR. JOHNSON: No, sir. | do not.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Chairman, | woul d
request that M. Johnson's personal data
guestionnaire be entered into the record with any
confidential information being redacted.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(EXHI BIT 2, Personal Data Questionnaire
of M. Alvin Thomas Johnson, Jr., PE, was narked
for identification.)

MR. DAVI DSON: As part of our
background i nvestigation of the candi date we
obtained a credit check, driver's license, and
SLED check.

Any questions of a confidential or
personal nature will be taken up in executive
session. Before we begin the questioning,

M. Johnson, do you have a brief statenent that
you would |ike to make?

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, sir. | do. First
of all, good norning. Good afternoon.

|'"d like to thank the Commttee for the
opportunity to introduce nyself and to speak how ny
pr of essi onal engi neering background woul d be an
asset to the PSC. | have conme to realize that this

Is a process and it's one | do not take lightly. |

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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fully understand the level of commtnent this
position requires and I'"'mw lling to dedicate ny
time, energy, and effort to the PSC
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR. DAVI DSON:

Q Coul d you pl ease state your nane and
home address for the record.

A. My name is Alvin Thomas Johnson, Jr.
My hone address is 2851 Merrianms Drive, Charleston,
Sout h Carolina 29414.

Q Are you a registered voter?
Yes, sir. | ama registered voter.
I n which congressional district?

First Congressional District.

o > O »

You touched on this briefly in your
openi ng statenment, but if you'd like to el aborate
now woul d be an appropriate tinme on why you'd |ike
to serve on the Public Service Comm ssion. |If not,
your previous comments would suffice.

A. |'"d like to stay with ny previous
coment s.

Q Have you attended any hearings at the
Comm ssi on?

A No, sir. | have not.

Q Have you read any Conm ssion deci sions?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. No, sir. | have not.
Q How do you expect to get up to speed on
the issues in front of the Conm ssion?
A. How do | expect to get up to speed?

| plan to dedicate a | ot of tinme, and energy, and
effort like | said just reading those findings,
just immersing nmyself in everything -- in all
t hi ngs PSC.

So basically I have told ny enployer
that if this were to work out that this is
sonet hing that would renove nme fromthem and |
woul d plan on taking the last nonth, two nonths to
just -- just imrersing nyself in -- in everything
and all things PSC.

Q Thank you. What role does the Public
Service Conmm ssion serve in regards to the
regulation of utilities?

A. It is nmy understanding that they
regul ate all water/wastewater as well as al
privately held utility conpanies in the State of
Sout h Carol i na.

Q Does the Conm ssion play the role of an
advocat e?
A To ny understandi ng, no, sir.

Q What are the key factors that a

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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comm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A. To be quite honest, that's -- that's
sonet hing else | would have to be brought up to
speed on.

Q Are you famliar with the three
advi sory opinions issued by this Review Conmttee
dealing with attendance at |egislative receptions,
| egi sl ati ve caucus neetings, and political
gat herings?

A. It's my understandi ng that | am not
to attend those.

Q. Have you attended any | egislative
receptions or |egislative caucus neetings since
subm tting your application?

A. No, sir. | have not.

Q. Have you attended any political
gat herings?

A. No, sir. | have not.

Q. Coul d you pl ease explain the general
rul e regardi ng ex parte communi cations as it
relates to the Public Service Conm ssion.

A. It's my understandi ng that | am not
to speak on those matters. So | would kindfully
(sic) decline to conment.

Q. Assunme you are serving on the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Conmm ssi on and you are approached by soneone
wanting to discuss a matter that is or may becone
an issue in a proceeding. How would you handl e

t hat situation?

A Just like | said before, | would
decline to comment and just, you know, graciously
bow out .

Q Are you aware that comm ssioners are
subject to the judicial code of conduct as well as
state ethics |aws?

A. Yes, sir. | am

Q Coul d you briefly describe the five
canons of the Code of Judicial Conduct?

A. No, sir. | can't to be quite honest
wth you. That's another one of those issues that,
you know, | would have to imerse nyself in and --

Q What do you consider to be the
appropriate use of social nmedia pursuant to the
judicial canons or in your capacity as a
conm ssi oner subject to the -- subject to the
judicial canons?

A. To be quite honest, | would abstain

fromusing it just because | don't want to, you

know, put any -- give any negative or have any
potential negative adverse, | guess, feedback
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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cone to the PSC.

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmedi ate
famly enployed by a utility regulated by the
Public Service Conm ssion either now or within
the past two years?

A No, sir.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmmediate
fam |y have stock or other financial interest that
Is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a utility regulated by the Public Service
Comm ssi on?

A. Not to ny know edge. No, sir.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmediate
fam |y have stock or other financial interests that
Is directly controlled by you or your inmmedi ate
fam |y nmenber of a renewabl e energy conpany that
appears before the Public Service Conm ssion?

A No, sir.

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmediate
famly an officer or director or involved in the
managenent of any business enterprise?

A. No, sir.

Q This is a long question. So follow ne
here, please.

A. Al right.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020

State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 42

Q What entities did you or a nenber of
your imrediate famly receive income fromwthin
t he previous year? Now, this does not include |IRA
or deferred conpensation funds, disability, nutual
funds, pension, retirenment or funds received from
your financial institution in the ordinary course
of business.

A. Charl eston County School District,
my wife, and then nyself, AECOM and True Hones
| ncor por at ed.

Q |f elected would there be any potenti al
conflicts of interest, financial or otherw se?

A No, sir.

Q What woul d you do if a conflict arose?

A. | would report that conflict and then
excuse nmyself from | guess any, you know, findings
or -- of that nature.

Q Are you affiliated with any political
parties, boards, or conmm ssions that would need to
be reevaluated if you are nom nated and el ected?

A No, sir. |'mnot.

Q Do you bel ong to any organi zations that
di scrim nate based on race, religion, or gender?

A. If | amthey did a pretty bad job. No,

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com




© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 43
Q What is the appropriate deneanor for a
conmi ssi oner ?
A. One who responds and does not react and

by that I mean, you know, try not to be enotional
but rely on facts.

Q And does that apply only while you were
on the bench or do these rules apply 7 days a week,
24 hours a day?

A Seven days a week, 24 hours a day.

Q |f elected to serve as a conm ssi oner
how do you envi sion your work schedul e?

A Working any -- any tinme and all the
time, anywhere from 40 to 60 hours a week or nore
i f need be.

Q Could you briefly describe the term
I ntegrated resource plan.

A. | cannot directly describe the term
I ntegrated resource plan.

Q How about the term cogeneration?

A | cannot describe the term
cogenerati on.

Q Thank you. At this time, M. Johnson,
as you know we pull a SLED report and a review of
t he public indexes and we search for any person

naned in a |lawsuit that would have the sane nane as

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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yours. We've discussed these. At this tine we're

going to wal k through them

A Ckay.
Q There's four cases from-- two are in
2010 and two are in 2011. 1I'mgoing to put them

all together because they have the sanme caption and
di fferent case nunmbers. But these are Doug Shorter
Property Managenent versus Alvin Thomas Johnson,
Jr.

Coul d you pl ease provide sone
background i nformati on on these cases.

A. So briefly I was just |ate on paying ny
HOA dues in both cases and they ended up filing a
| awsuit. | ended up settling those in small clains
court.

Q And then the report revealed a lien
from Briarwood Pl antation Homeowners' Associ ation
in 2016.

A. Yes, sir. That was the sane thing. So
in 2016 | was actually in the process of selling ny

house and | purchased a new home and ran into the

sane i ssue with HOA dues. So they ended up putting
a lien on ny house, but | ended up resolving that
| ssue.
Q Thank you. And then there are seven
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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cases that all have the sane caption in the 2001,
2002, 2003 tinme frame, an Agent Omed Realty versus
Al vin Johnson. M. Johnson, we discussed these.
You said that these were not you?

A No, sir. Those are not ne. | was
actually a student at the Citadel in 2000, 2001,
2002, and 2003. So --

Q Thank you.

A So | didn't have any problens in that
regard.

Q And then lastly the DW check reveal ed
a driver's license suspension in 2009. Could you
briefly explain the circunstances of that to the
Commi ssi on.

A. Yes, sir. So | actually purchased ny
father a vehicle. And as you know, |I'm Alvin
Thomas Johnson, Jr. and so he's Alvin Johnson, Sr.

| bought the vehicle, put it in ny
name. | gave himthe vehicle, but he let the
I nsurance | apse. So as a result of that | apse
t hey suspended ny license, but | was able to clear
t hat up.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you. At this
time, M. Chairman, |'d ask that we go into

executi ve session.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. By previous
order and vote of the Commttee we'll go into
executive session.

(Off-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We have lifted the
bell and no action was taken in executive session.
M. Davidson will please continue with the
questi ons.

If you'll please turn on the |ight.
Thank you.

BY MR. DAVI DSON:
Q. Just a few nore quick questions.

Have you made any contributions to nenbers of the

General Assembly since filing your application?
A. No, sir. | have not.
Q. Have you sought to receive the pledge

of any legislator prior to this date?

A. No, sir. | have not.

Q. Have you sought or been offered a
condi tional pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcome of your screening?

A. No, sir. | have not.

Q. Have you asked any third parties to
contact menbers of the General Assenmbly on your

behal f ?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. Yes, | have.

Q A report of -- okay.

MR. DAVI DSON: Do we want to ask who
t hose contacts were with --

SENATOR ALEXANDER: You can expl ain
your --

THE WTNESS: So any time that | woul d
tell people that, you know, | was running for this
position they would ask how could they help. And
my response to them would be just contact your, you
know, elected official. So if I -- 1 didn't seek
out any, you know, body specifically. It was just
i f you want to help just contact your elected
of ficial.

BY MR. DAVI DSON:

Q And referring back to the previous
question, you haven't asked anyone to -- you
haven't asked anyone for support or a conditional
pl edge of support and haven't asked any of those
people to ask for anyone to support you, right?

A Oh, no, sir. No, sir.

Q Okay. Are you famliar with the
48- hour rul e which prohibits a candidate from
seeki ng pl edges for 48 hours after the report

has been submtted to the General Assenbly?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. Yes, sSir. | am
Q Do you plan to serve a full termif
el ected?
A. Yes, sir. | do plan to serve the four

years.
MR. DAVIDSON: M. Chairman, | note for
the record that M. Johnson scored a 15 on the
test. | don't have any further questions.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Chairman Sandi fer.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,
M. Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER
Q M. Johnson, just sonme very brief
questions if | my. One of the things that I
noted is that you have a Bachelor's degree in
Civil Engineering --
A Yes, sir.
Q -- and you're licensed through the
Depart nent of Labor, Licensing and Regul ati on and
you have previously been a nenmber of your own
pr of essi onal organi zati on.
A Yes, sir.
Q But on your statenent you said that

you're not a nenber now. Can you give sone

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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expl anation as to why you would not continue your
menbership in your own professional organization.

A. So when | joined AECOM | was -- | was
basically -- would not operate at ATJ anynore, but
| did keep the LLC open. But | do not do any work
as ATJ anynore.

Q But you still operate or perform as an
engineer? |f | understand, you were the engi neer
of record of the North Charl eston Passenger
| nt er nodal Center?

A. Yes, sir. That was a project that |
was the engi neer of record back in 2015 and since
there is a notice of termnation -- that's since
been filed. So that project is now closed
basi cal | y.

Q Okay. | guess where |I'mgoing with
this is that even though you don't own a conpany
t hat does engineering |I'm presunm ng that you stil
actively engage in engineering inasnmuch as you
continue to have a |icense?

A well --

Q |'"mjust interested in why you woul dn't
be a menber of your own professional organization.
That's all.

A. Because |"'mcurrently a full-tine

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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enpl oyee of AECOM and not ATJ. So | can't
nmoonlight. | can't operate as ATJ and --

Q |''msaying, isn't there an organi zation

of American Society of Civil Engineers?

A. ASCE. So | was the past president,
director, vice president, secretary, and treasurer
over -- over that four or five-year period of tine
in | want to say 2007 or '08 through 2010. After
you finish going through that -- that four or five
years you're no |longer serving as an officer. So
" mnot an officer of the --

Q Are you a nenber?

A Am | a nmenber? No, sir. |'mnot an
active nmenber of the --

Q Ckay. That was what | was reaching
for. | still maintain nmenbership in sone
organi zations in which I'mnot active.

A Yes, sir.

Q "Il just put it that way. And let nme
go back to your response to one of the questions
that M. Davidson asked and that was regarding
peopl e who mi ght be contacting any of us to assist.

And you said that people had offered
to hel p and your response nmade ne question a little

bit because you suggested that they contact their

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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el ected officials.

A Well, | was fully upfront in letting
t hem know that | cannot seek any support at this
time. So they noved forward with the understandi ng
that, yes, you can contact them but he's not
seeki ng any support.

The whol e point was to just basically
get my nane out there just -- | just wanted to get
my nanme out there.

Q | just have a little bit of a concern
that that's kind of skirting this thing because it
sounds to ne as though you were advocating, that
t hey advocate on your behal f.

A. |'"'mnot quite sure that | agree with
that. Any tinme sonebody asks how they can help
to me they're just lending thenselves to being part
of your process. M response was like | said
earlier to contact your elected. So it -- you
know, that's --

Q But did you caution themthat they
can't do it now?

A. That they couldn't do it now, | guess
that was msinterpretation of the rules on ny part.
| was under the inpression that | could not seek

pl edges, but in ternms of contacting individuals

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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then | -- | |ooked at that differently.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Okay. |
think the rules are fairly specific on that point.
So thank you very nuch, sir.

MR. JOHNSON: All right.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay.
Representative Forrester.

EXAM NATI ON

BY REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER:

Q M. Johnson, are you aware of any of
those actually making contacts with | egislators?

A. Yes, sir. One person | am aware of.
| don't know whether or not he asked for pledges.
| don't know what capacity in which he did nake
t hat contact, but he told ne that he did make
contact or he |let them know that he was supporting
me.

Q Who was the nenber?

A. The menber? There was a couple of them
fromthe Town of Summerville. The individual's
name - -

Q No. Who was the nenber of the
| egi sl ature that they contacted?

A. The nmenber of the |egislature that

they contacted? Summerville. Sumerville. Let's

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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see. | can't recall off the top of nmy head right
Now.

Q This all happened after you fil ed,
correct?

A | believe so. Yes, sir.

Q And | just had one other question.

A. Yes, sir.

Q On your -- once you were notified of
your score how did you take that?

A | took it as if |I had a whole | ot of
work to do. Like | said in ny opening statenent,
this isn't sonmething that | take lightly and if |I'm
fortunate enough to beconme one of the three to
| obby through the state |egislature then | woul d
make everybody aware that, yes, |'m not proud of ny
score. That just neans that | have a whole | ot of
work to do and I'mfully commtted to putting that
wor kK i n.

Q Did you actually go back and research
what you missed to see if you could learn from
t hat ?

A. Yes, sir. | could have spent a little
bit nore tinme on it to be quite honest with you.
Excuse nme. But, yes, sir. | did go back and read

over it, sonme of material.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you.
Representati ve Mack.

REPRESENTATI VE MACK: Thank you,

M. Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. MACK:

Q Your coll ege days at the Citadel --

A. Yes, sSir.

Q | grew up as a small boy not too far
from The Citadel and | renmenber the days before --
wel|l before mnorities could attend The Cit adel
and the chall enges even today.

Tal k about the discipline and structure
goi ng through that, graduating from The Citadel,
becom ng an engi neer, and the aspect of how that
experience can translate into what you want to
be, what you want to do with the Public Service
Comm ssi on.

A. Yes, sir. It just basically was a very
structured environment which I felt like | was
al ready prepared for just because of who ny father
is and the way nmy father was raised here in the
great State of South Carolina.

Your days start really early. You

know, 4:30, five o'clock in the norning. You have

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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a full day of classes. | was a football player. |
was a track athlete as well.

So tinme managenent was sonet hi ng that
| gai ned throughout that entire four and a half
years there. That's sonething that obviously I
woul d have to bring here to the Public Service
Comm ssion, the ability just to juggle nmany
different things and aspects of ny life.

Q One ot her question. So nentally |

guess you're looking at this as dealing with the
| earni ng curve, new environnent if given the
chance. Again, going to the Citadel, beconm ng an
engi neer, transferring that know edge and -- and |
know it would have to be a work ethic to get there.

So you're | ooking at that sane
mentality as it relates to this?

A. OCh, yes, sir. Definitely. | nean,

you know, | was taking 20, 22 hours per senester
pl aying football, running track. As a matter of
fact, | had one instance where ny 2 and 3 cl ass
overl apped by 20 m nutes. So on Wednesday | wal ked
back and forth in between cl asses.

But just growing up here in the State
of South Carolina there's been many chal |l enges and

The Citadel was one of those challenges. The

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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reason why | chose that chall enge was because |
coul d have went a quote, unquote easier route but |
felt like that was the environnment which | needed

to go forward.

| f you know anyt hi ng about ne | | ove
chal l enges. | actually chose ny mmj or because
sonebody told ne that | couldn't do it. | actually

chose The Citadel because when | canme on ny visit

I n January of 1999 the Ku Klux Klan was standing
ri ght outside of the gates and it felt -- it gave
me so much pride wal king through there and goi ng
onto that canmpus know ng that | was going to get a
full schol arship, that | earned that ful
schol ar shi p.

So there were people that didn't want
me there. | felt like | had to do it for the
peopl e that could not do it who |ooked like | did
prior to going there. This is perhaps one of --
outside of marrying ny great wife who is the nother
of ny two children there has been a | ot of things
that | haven't done because | wanted to do it.

| ook at the PSC as a chall enge
and sonething that | want to do, not necessarily
because sonebody else told ne that | could not do

It.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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REPRESENTATI VE MACK: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Yes, sir. Senator
from Horry.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. RANKI N
Q M. Johnson, thank you for your bid

for this position as well. You were the second in
as many a Citadel graduate to conme and nobre com ng.
There's sonmething in the water down there
apparently.

So what was your record over the four
years with Citadel football? How did y'all do?
Did you beat Carolina? Wre you one of the teans

t hat beat Carol i na?

A. | " m not that old.
Q It wasn't that | ong ago.
A. It wasn't.

Q You m ght renenber that.

A. | was actually there, but | was not
on the field. | graduated in 2003 and | just
m ssed the 1992 teamin which Jack Dougl as was
the quarterback there. He's a really good friend
of mnd and he tal ks about the '92 gane all the

tine.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Q Didn't they beat us five years ago?
A Yes, we --
Q Si X years ago.
A. Yes, we did. | say we even though |

wasn't there.

Q You are we --
A. | am
Q -- for sure. Your assessnent of this

process in terns of how we are vetting candi dates,
do you agree with what has been asked of you and
the other candidates by this Commttee and by the
| egi sl ature?

A. Very much so. Yes, sir. | think it's
a very transparent process.

Like | said before, | could have done
a much better job of prepping nyself for this and
| just hope that that's not held against nme just
because |'mfully ready to, you know, take on
that -- that burden of being a -- a Conm ssi oner
on the PSC. Excuse ne.

Q Well, and particularly the test, do you
agree that that was a fair baroneter that we should
use to determ ne whether a candidate is -- how they
conpare to the other fol ks seeking this position?

s that a good --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. | guess --

Q Measur enent or --

A. -- it just all depends because | think
certain people do better on tests and certain
people do better in real life. You know, that
was a lot of information and like | said earlier |
coul d have devoted a whole lot nore tinme and energy
to it.

My obligation at the time was to the
City of Charleston and AECOM which is why, you
know, | keep harping on that if | have this
opportunity just like everything else |'ve ever
done in ny lifel will be fully prepared for it
when | step in that door on Day 1.

Q What did you do to prepare for that
test?

A. Basically | got the list of material
and | read over it. | didn't copy it or try to
commt it to nenory like | probably should have.

That was probably the biggest m stake
that | made. |'mnot going to nake excuses. You
know, | probably could have devoted a little nore
time and energy to it to be quite honest with you.
SENATOR RANKIN: That's all. Thank
you.
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Yes, sir. Chail r nan
Sandi fer.

MR. SANDI FER: Thank you, M. Chairman.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. SANDI FER

Q | want to talk with you a nonent about
that test, M. Johnson.

A. Thank you.

Q | thank you for what you've told us
today. | admire your tenacity and your go-for-it
attitude.

When you | earned of the score on the
test what did you do subsequent to | earning that
score to try to inprove your know edge in the areas
I n which you had not been successful on that
witten test?

A. | just went back and just started
reading again. It was a lot of information that
| had to, you know, pretty nuch |earn. The only
thing I could do is just sit down and read to be
qui te honest with you.

Q Okay. And as a followup to that, then
I n preparation for this interview based upon those
two things that we just discussed, what did you do

in preparation for this interview? Because there

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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were several questions that M. Davidson asked you
that you were unable to answer.
A Yes, sir. You know, | kind of went

into this process not really know ng what to

expect. | didn't know what questions were going to
be asked.

Q. Sure.

A. You know, so | just kind of sort of

just tried to think of it like if I were in your
shoes what questions would | ask nyself. |

t hought it would be nore focused on nmy professional
| i cense, ny background, and everything that | would
bring to the PSC. So that's the best that | could
do.

Q But I'"mtrying to help you through
this because it's so inportant that we assure the
constituencies of South Carolina that you have the
integrity and the capabilities to follow the rules.
That was sonme of the questions that you failed to
respond to.

Does that make sense? | would think
t hat you would want to denonstrate that |evel of
Integrity knowing the rules of play.
A. Well, | mean, |'mnot necessarily sure

if it's a function of knowi ng the rules of play.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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| think maybe | denonstrated that naybe |
m sinterpreted the rules of play. There was no
Intent there to try to, you know, skirt any rules

or things of that nature.

Q | understand what you're saying.
| guess I'lIl go back to the rules of Code of
Judi ci al Conduct. That was one of the questions.

I f you don't know how to conduct yourself according
to the rules as in football then you're going to
get called for holding, or offsides, or any nunber
of penalties.
So if you don't know those rules it

woul d seemto ne it would be very difficult to
abi de by those rules.

A. " mnot quite sure if that's fair, to
be quite honest with you.

Q Ckay. Tell me why.

A. | mean, because it's -- it's kind
of like |I said earlier. | guess maybe |
msinterpreted the rules. | read it as if |

personal ly could not attend those functions,
reach out to those people.

Then just any tinme sonebody asked how
they could help, like | said, |I was |like, you can

contact, you know, whonever you want to contact but

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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| cannot seek pl edges.
Q. And I'm not referring to that at
all. But the question was about the Code of

Judi cial Conduct in the time that you would be a
Comm ssi oner .
During the time that | would be -- I'm
not quite sure that | understand the question.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Steve, can
you give us that question again, please, the five
parts of the Code of Judicial Conduct.

MR. DAVI DSON: The question that |

asked --
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Yes, please.
MR. DAVIDSON: -- on judicial conduct?
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Yes.
MR. DAVIDSON: | can.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: If you can
find it.

MR. DAVI DSON: Yeah. One second.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  You' ve got

MR. DAVI DSON: It's the sanme for every
candi date. The question | asked was: Could you
briefly describe the five canons of the Code of

Judi ci al Conduct.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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BY MR SANDI FER:

Q And that would be those that are
appl i cabl e when you are a Conm ssi oner and you
weren't able to answer. So |I'mjust questioning --

A Well, because | was unable to answer
what the five canons were it doesn't necessarily
mean that | don't conduct nyself that way.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: | ' m not

suggesting that, but you couldn't answer the

gquestion. | think that's where |'mgoing wth
that question. That's all. Okay. Thank you,
M. Chair.

EXAM NATI ON

BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:

Q One question. | think you' ve kind
of answered it, but | just wanted to make sure
w th your -- again, thank you for offering your
wi I lingness to serve. The current positions that
you're in -- and | think you nentioned that you're
aware that the Public Service Comm ssion is a
full-tine job.

A. Yes, sir.

Q So what woul d happen with any interest
t hat you have with any enpl oynent that you

currently --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. | ' ve al ready nade them aware and
basically | would take a four-year | eave of absence
from AECOM where | amcurrently. So | woul dn't
have any other job. This would be ny only job.

Q Your efforts would be -- your efforts
woul d be in putting forth your -- into the job as a
Comm ssioner for the First District?

A. Yes, sir. Those would be, yes, sir.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Any ot her
questions?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you very
much for your being here today. W appreciate your
wllingness to --

MR. JOHNSON: Thank you for your tine.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you very
much. Good afternoon. W now have with us
M. George Robert Newmran.

MR. NEWMAN:  Yes.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good to have you
here this afternoon. 1'Il first ask that the court
reporter be recognized to swear you in for your
sScreeni ng.

GEORGE ROBERT NEWWMAN

being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you very
much. |'Ill recognize M. Davidson.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you, M. Chairman,
and good afternoon, M. Newman.

MR. NEWVMAN:  Good afternoon.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Newran earned
a Bachel or of Science degree in Mechani cal
Engi neering fromthe University of Tennessee in
1968. He also a |earned a Master of Science
degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1974 from
the University of Tennessee.

M. Newman is currently a railroad and
mari ne engi neering consultant with Robert Newman --
Robert Newman -- excuse ne Engi neering where he
provides railroad track engi neering services and
works for law firnms representing railroads as an
expert witness in railroad engi neering.

From 1986 to 2007 M. Newman served as
President for Harsco Rail. M. Newman stated that
he had full profit and | oss responsibility for the
publicly held conpany. As president of the conpany
he was ultinmately responsible for the conpany's
bal ance sheet, inconme statement, and overall use
of funds. He was involved in pronoting the public

conpany to equity analysts which included nmaking

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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positive presentations about the conpany while
bal anci ng accuracy to prevent fal se expectations.
During his presidency he led the effort to keep the
West Col unbi a pl ant nonuni oni zed and was successf ul
I n doi ng such.

Prior to becom ng president he
wor ked as Vice President of Operations overseeing
engi neering and manufacturing from 1982 to 1986 for
Harsco Rail. From 1977 to 1982 he worked as a
manager of research and devel opnent for Harsco Rai
after being hired as a design engineer from'74 to
'76 for the sanme conpany.

M. Newman al so worked as a design
engi neer in mning machinery for the Sanford
Day Division of Long Airdox from 1968 to 1970.
M. Newman previously served as a board nenber for
the Fairnmont, M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion
from 1989 to 1992.

M. Newman served in the United States
Navy as an engineering duty officer and was on
active duty from'69 to '72. He earned the rank of
| i eut enant and received an honorabl e di scharge.

M. Newman, do you have any changes you
would like to nake to the personal data

guestionnaire you submtted with your application?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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MR. NEWMAN: No. That sounds j ust
fine.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Chai rnman, |
woul d request that M. Newman's personal data
guestionnaire be entered into the record with any
confidential information being redacted.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(EXHIBIT 3, Personal Data Questionnaire
of M. George Robert Newman, was marked for
I dentification.)

MR. DAVI DSON: As part of our
background i nvestigation of the candi date we
obtained a credit check, driver's license, and SLED
check. Any questions of a confidential or personal
nature will be taken up in executive session.

Bef ore we begin questioning, M.

Newman, do you have a brief statenent that you
would |Iike to make?

MR. NEWVMAN:. Yes. | would very nuch
like to serve on the Public Service Comm ssion.

| think I have the right background and | have a

great interest in a couple of subjects that's
related to this.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. DAVI DSON:
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Q Coul d pl ease state your nanme and hone
address for the record.

A. George Robert Newran, 1836 Del acourt
Avenue, Mount Pl easant, South Carolina 29466.

Q Are you a registered voter?

A. Yes.

Q Whi ch congressional district?

A One.

Q Have you attended any hearings at the
Publ i c Service Conm ssion?

A. No.

Q Have you read any Conmi ssion deci sions?

A. | followed the story about solar power
and, of course, the nuclear power plants.

Q But actual orders fromthe Public
Servi ce Conm ssion? Have you read any of their
orders that they've issued?

A. No.

Q How woul d you expect to get up to speed
on the issues confronting the Conm ssi on?

A Wel I, ny background is managenent of
techni cal people. | have a background in power
production and | think I would fit right in and
catch on quickly to all the new terns and
t echnol ogi es.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company
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Q How do you expect -- |I'msorry. Wat
role does the Public Service Comm ssion serve in
regards to the regulation of utilities?

A. To make sure that State of South
Carolina has reliable and safe power avail abl e.

Q Do comm ssioners serve as advocates?

A No.

Q What are the key factors that a
Comm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A. To make sure that electrical power is
avai l abl e at the | owest possible cost.

Q Are you famliar with the three
advi sory opinions issued by the Review Conmttee
dealing with attendance at |egislative receptions,
| egi sl ati ve caucus neetings, and political
gat herings?

A. | have read sone of that.

Q Have you attended any | egislative
receptions or any | egislative caucus neetings since
subm tting your application?

A No.

Q Have you attended any politica
gat herings since submtting your application?

A. No.

Q Coul d you pl ease explain a general rule

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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regardi ng ex parte communi cations as it relates to
t he Public Service Conmm ssion.

A. You can listen to one side of a story,
but when you make a deci sion you have to have both
sides of a story.

Q. Assume you were serving on the
Comm ssion and you were approached by someone
wanting to discuss a matter that is or nmay becone
an issue in a proceeding. How would you handl e
this situation?

A. Il would want to it to go before the
Public Service Comm ssion in total and not do
sonmet hing or discuss on nmy own.

Q. Are you aware the comm ssioners are
subject to the judicial code of conduct as well as
state ethics | aws?

A. Yes.

Q. Coul d you briefly describe the five
canons in the Code of Judicial Conduct.

A. Oh, gosh. In general if you're in a
position subject to the Code of Conduct you have
to be the fairest in making decisions that you
possi bly can and if sonmething even | ooks to be
| nproper even if it isn't you can't enphasize

anyt hing that would even appear to be off to the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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side for sone advantage of the person that's
subject to the Judicial Code of Conduct.

Q s it appropriate to express a personal
opinion on an issue in the utility industry?

A. Yes, if you're in session with the
full --

Q Qutside -- outside of the official
meeting? Hearing?

A | wouldn't do it.

Q What do you consider to be an
appropriate use of social nmedia pursuant to the
judicial canons?

A. Communi cati on about -- ask the question
agai n, pl ease.

Q Sure. What do you consider to be
appropri ate use of social nedia pursuant to the
j udi ci al canons?

A Oh, okay. The Judicial Code of Conduct
Is basically what |'ve already said and the use of
social nmedia. You've got to nmake sure if you're
involved in it that you're not violating any of the
canons.

Q Are you or a nenber of your imrediate
famly enployed by a utility regulated by the

Public Service Conm ssion either currently or

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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wthin the past two years?
A. No.
Q Do you or a nmenber of your inmmedi ate

famly have stock or other financial interest that
is controlled directly by you or your famly nenber
in a utility regulated by the Public Service
Conmi ssi on?

A No.

Q Do you or a nmenber of your inmmedi ate
fam |y have stock or other financial interest that
Is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a renewabl e energy conpany that appears before
the Public Service Conmmi ssion?

A No.

Q Are you or a nmenber of your inmedi ate
famly an officer or director involved in the
managenment of any busi ness enterprise?

A. No.

Q This next question is long, so bear
with ne. What entities do you or a nenber of your
i mmedi ate famly receive incone fromw thin the
previ ous year?

Now, this does not include |IRA or the
deferred conpensation funds, disability, mutual

funds, pensions, retirenents, or funds received

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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fromyour financial institution in the ordinary
course of business.

A. What did you exclude? You --

Q So the original -- the initial question
I's income received by you or your imediate famly
in the past year but does not include IRA deferred
conpensation funds, disability, nmutual funds,
pension, retirenment, or funds received from your
financial institution in the ordinary course of
busi ness.

A. If it does not includes all of those,
stock market gain | think was not included --

i ncluded in this.

Q Okay. Thank you. If elected would
t here be any potential conflicts of interests
financial or otherw se?

A. No.

Q What would you do if a conflict of
I nterest arose?

A. | would bring it to the attention of
the other people | served with and the Counsel for
the Public Service Commi ssion to nmake sure
navi gated correctly with that and didn't violate
t he Judici al Code of Conduct.

Q Are you affiliated with any political

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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parties, boards, or conm ssions that would need to
be reevaluated if you were nom nated and el ected?

A. No.

Q Do you belong to any organi zations that
di scrim nate based on race, religion, or gender?

A. No.

Q What is the appropriate deneanor for a
Comm ssi oner ?

A Soneone that doesn't provide opinions
when not in -- in the group and I think that's
probably the nost inportant part of being a
Conmm ssi oner.

Q Woul d that denmeanor apply only while
you're on the bench or does that apply 7 days a
week, 24 hours a day?

A. 71 24.

Q |f elected to serve as a Conmm ssi oner
how do you envi sion your work schedul e?

A. | need to | earn nore about the schedul e
before | can answer that correctly.

Q s it ever appropriate for a
conm ssioner -- I'msorry. | already asked you
this question. Forgive me. Could you briefly
describe the termintegrative resource plan.

A. Receiving el ectrical power from nore

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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t han one source and integrating all of that
together to provide a dependable, reliable, safe
source of energy.

Q Coul d you briefly describe the term net
met eri ng.

A The cost or the -- the ampbunt of power
pur chased.

Q At this time, M. Newman, as you're
aware we searched the public index for any |lawsuits
t hat woul d have a nanmed party with a nanme sim|lar
to yours or the sane as yours. |'ve discussed this
with you. You' ve reviewed it.

Does SLED or -- or the public index
search revealed a lawsuit in 1989, Palnetto
State Medical Center v. Operation. | believe,
M. Newman, you told ne that was not you, the
named party. Could you confirmthat for the
record?

A. Yes. | never heard of that
or gani zati on.

MR. DAVI DSON: Okay. Thank you. At
this time, M. Chairman, | would ask that we go
I nto executive session.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Pursuant to

our previous vote and action we'll go into

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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executive session.

(OFf-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So the veil has
been lifted and no action was taken in executive
session. | would ask that M. Davidson continue to
proceed with his questions.

BY MR. DAVI DSON:
Q M. Newman, have you made any
contributions to nenbers of the General Assenbly

since filing your application?

A. No.

Q | s your m crophone on?

A No. Yes. |It's on now. The answer is
no.

Q Under st ood. Have you sought or

received the pledge of any legislator prior to this
date?

A. No.

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi ti onal pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

A No.

Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact nenbers of the General Assenbly on your

behal f before the final and formal screening

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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report has been rel eased?
A. No.
Q Are you aware of any friends or

col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A. No.

Q Are you famliar with the 48-hour rule
whi ch prohi bits candi dates from seeki ng pl edges for
48 hours after the report has been submtted to the

General Assenbly?

A. Yes.

Q Do you plan to serve a full termif
el ect ed?

A Yes.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Chairman, | note for
the record that M. Newman scored a 48 on the test.

| have no further questions for M. Newran. Thank

you, M. Newman.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you, M.
Davi dson. We'll open it up to nmenbers of the
Commttee at this time. Chairman Sandifer. That
will be fine. Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

EXAM NATI ON
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER
Q. M. Newman, first of all, let me thank
you for your mlitary service.
A. Thank you.
Q It's greatly appreciated. Several of

us in this room have served in the mlitary and we
are nost grateful for your service.

A. Thank you.

Q Let nme ask you a little bit about
Harsco Rail, please. WIIl you give us a little
background and i nformation about this. | know
you're President of Harsco Rail |ocated in Cayce.
A. Harsco Rail is right here in the

Col unmbi a area. They have nopved their corporate
office to Charleston, but all the manufacturing is
still done here. 1In fact, sone plants have been
cl osed and that work has been noved to the plant
I n Cayce-West Col unbi a.

The conpany manufacturers |arge
machi nery that's used to construct and mai ntain
railroad track. Everybody has seen equi pment out
bui | di ng roads and buil dings. You've probably
never seen the type of equi pnment which is quite
different that's used to build railroad track and

mai ntain railroad track.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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| started in the business as a design
engi neer in 1974 and we acquired sone conpani es.
was vice president of operations and to make a | ong
story short the last 21 years was president of this
conpany which is an international business wth
| ocati ons around the worl d.

| was deeply involved in the managenent
of the -- of the business of the business including
nonengi neering parts of the business such as cost
accounting, human resources, and everything el se

that it takes to operate a business. The machines

that we built -- and | brought sone pictures of --
Q That's not necessary. You can j ust
hand themto one of the |ladies here. They'Il take

care of it.
And let me -- I'"'mgoing to foll ow up

because you' ve peaked ny interest now because in

the town in which | |live we have Southern Rail way
and | noticed in the last few days -- and |I' m sure
Senat or Al exander did as well -- that they were

removing the old crossties and inserting new ones.

And folks, if you have not ever seen
that in operation it is sonething to see. All of
it -- all of it is done nechanically and |'m

presum ng that that's the type of equi pnent that

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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you' re tal king about.
A. Yes, it is.
Q Ckay.
A. Al'l of those nachines that are used to

do that job are made right here in West Col unbi a-
Cayce.
Q That is fantastic to know. | |ove

know ng that sonething is made here in South

Car ol i na. Il wll --
A. Now, those are -- those are the
smal | est, | east technical machines. [|f you | ook

t hrough this group of pictures | brought to you
you' |l see the high technol ogy, very |arge nachines
that were used all around the world. All built
here.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: And one
thing that I do note is you are a professional
engi neer and you are registered in South Carolina
and | appreciate the fact that you've done that.
M. Chairman, | think that's all | have right now.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. O her
guestions?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Senator from Horry.

SENATOR RANKIN: M. Chairman.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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EXAM NATI ON

BY SENATOR RANKI N:

Q | wonder if you could tell nme --

SENATOR RANKI N:  Thank you, M.

Chai r man.
BY SENATOR RANKI N:

Q That's got to be a patented device or

many particular parts of that big device were
pat ent ed.

A. Many particular parts. You're exactly
right, Four or five patents on the | arger machines.
Sonme of the machi nes have been in production a |ong
time and a patent is only effective 17 years.

Q |s that called a flux capacitor?

A. A flux capacitor? That's sonething
el ectronic.

Q OCkay. Back to the Future. That is
an inpressive thing. And is it still based here

in South Carolina?

A. Yes. It's still right here near the
ai rport.

Q Super. M question of all candi dates
and with the opening conplinent and joke -- and |

appreci ate your at |least tepidly acknow edgi ng

that that was a weak attenpt at hunor. But your

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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w llingness to serve and offer for this --
certainly you have many other things you could be
doing. Wy do you -- aside fromthe responses
you've given is there a particular challenge, or
opportunity, or itch that you have here that you
see yourself particularly qualified for PSC
service?

A. There's one subject that |I'mvery
Interested in that | think would be hel pful in the

job and that's the effect of electric cars on power

production. | was just thinking about ny little
street that | live on. There's 21 houses.
Q And you've handed up as well this --
A. Yes.
Q -- autonobile --
A. | didn't nean to, but you've got it.
Q Well, we can nake a copy if --

A You can keep it. Wth 21 little --
21 houses on nmy little street in five years
hal f of those houses are going to have an electric
car.
Sone August afternoon when it's 100
degrees outside and everybody's air conditioner
I's running full power they're going to conme hone

fromwork and plug their car in. |I'msure this is

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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sonet hing you all are working on, but | would
really be interested in being part of the teamthat
wll solve this challenge in the future. To charge
an electric car takes 12 to 17 kilowatts of power.

So for ny little street that's 250 to
300 kilowatts of |oad that we don't have today. |If
you assume a car drives 40 mles a day round trip
which is pretty typical that's 10 kilowatt hours of
energy that our electrical systemis going to have
to supply.

Then when you start thinking there's a
1, 600, 000 vehicles registered in South Carolina in
five to ten years half of those are going to be
electric. So the challenge is to supply the
power and taking care of the timng of the demand,
particularly on a hot sumer day.

It's sonmething I'"mvery interested in
and would like to be a part of as part of the
Public Service Conm ssion. So that's the
particular -- you asked if | had one particul ar
interest. That's one of them

Q | noticed you had served -- |'m not
sure what Fairnont -- board nenmber for the
Fai rmont, M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion.

Is Fairmont a --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. Acity.
Q -- city? Ckay.
A. A city that had its own waste treatnent

and power production with diesel generators and the

el ectrical distribution al so.

Q And - -

A. And wat er, potable water.
Q And - -

A. Wast ewat er treatnment.

Q Ri ght. Your Patriots Point specia
engi neering in nuclear power sailor education, tell
me about that.

A In Goose Creek is the school for al
sailors and officers that are going into the Navy
and are going to be on a aircraft carrier and all
of our attack carriers are nucl ear-powered and
then, of course, all of our submarines are nuclear-
power ed.

So all of those people go through a
school in Goose Creek at the Joint Base Charl eston.
| have the privilege of nmeeting with these people
and taking themon the USS Yor ktown and gi vi ng
thema tour of the -- an engineering tour of the
propul sion plant which includes the steamdriven

gener at ors.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com




© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 86

What's nobst interesting about this is
on the Yorktown, of course, that's a fossil fuel
propul si on system and power production and the
source of energy is different, of course, today.

We don't -- in power production today you have

nucl ear power, coal, and natural gas. So that's --
that's very different with conparing it to a

nucl ear redactor.

But when you go in the engine room
and you | ook at how the steamis used to prope
the ship and produce electrical power that old ship
that was finished in 1943 is exactly the sane as
what you'd find in the newest aircraft carriers
today, the Ford class and Nimtz class. There is
no differences other than in the size of the
conponents.

The source of energy is different,
but the rest is the sane. So | get to take these

people on a tour and teach them what |'ve just

tal ked about with you. It's a -- it's a great
thing to do. | enjoy it very nuch.
Q Two ot her areas. And you own and

continue to operate Robert Newman Engi neering, LLC?
A. Yes.

Q And in your statenent you often work

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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for law firns representing railroads as an expert
witness in railroad engineering. How active a part
of your tinme?

A It's part tinme and sonetimes |' m busy

with a couple of cases. Right now | don't have any

cases. It's a very flexible situation. | do sone
consulting on the track -- railroad track which is
nonl egal .

| don't have any of that right now.
So it's a flexible schedule for that.

Q Tell me about the | egal part, maybe not
presently but in the past five years.

A. Yes. It's sonething you probably
haven't heard about, but of course we have workers'
conpensation for -- nost industry and nost
busi nesses use that system Railroads don't use
that. They have -- they have anot her system which
basically requires that the injured party sue the
railroad to get conpensati on.

"' minvolved in defending the railroad
on these types of cases. They are usually worker
injury. OF course, | specialize with worker injury
on a railroad track.

Q Do you ever represent or work with the

plaintiff or claimnt in those cases?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. | have -- | have done that al so, once.
Q And how many tines -- |'mjust curious.

How many cases or tines have you been involved in
that in the last ten years on behalf of the
rail roads?

A In the last ten years | would say 30 or
40 cases. Well, thirty maybe.

Q Not just in South Carolina or only in
Sout h Carolina?

A. No. They're -- | don't think |I've had
one in South Carolina.

Q Okay. Finally, the test itself and

t he process by which we measure your conpetency

at least on that test and this vetting process, do
you have any conplaints with how we are goi ng about
scoring you and the other candi dates?

A. That's a very difficult subject for ne
because | didn't do well on the test and I'm
sitting here trying to renenber the five canons
of --

Q That's all right. You' re not a | awer,
but --

A. Well, | actually renmenbered sone since
| answered that question. But anyway --

Q " mall about integrated everything.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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If you want to integrate that answer in response to
m ne you can do it nowif you like, but --

A. Okay. | renenbered sone of the canons,
but -- but anyway | was sonmewhat overwhel ned trying
to figure out what to do study. |[It's probably a
t housand pages and |I'm sure sone people did better

than me. But | didn't study the right subjects.

So | feel bad about that. | didn't
do -- | should have done better. | always do
better than that but -- on just anything | do. So

| " m not proud of ny score.

Q Do you agree that that is sonething
that we should give sone credence to in terns of
how we quantify and objectively score candi dates?

A. The worst part for ne was | actually
did study for it and put effort in it. You know,

I f you don't put any effort in it and flunk the
test that's one thing, but if you put sone effort
init and still don't do well | felt very bad about
t hat .

| actually learned a |ot fromthe
studying that | did, but I didn't study the right
subj ect s.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Okay. Thank you very

much again for your willingness to offer.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:
Q Ckay. |'ve got a couple nyself here,
too. Again, kind of going back to your being on
the Fairnont, M nnesota board there -- and you

menti oned the different things.

Did y'all -- did y'all do rate making
for that entity as well for the -- for that aspect?
A No. Rate making -- not for electricity

but for everything el se.

Q But you did do it for water and

sewer --
A. Yes.
Q -- and things of that nature?
A. Yes. We had diesel generators, but
they were not -- they were only for energency.

Years ago those di esel generators were used to
produce all the power for the city, but in nore
nodern times we purchased the power

The purchase of the power generated
what the cost was going to be to the custonmer. So
we did not regulate that. It was regulated at a
hi gher | evel.

Q At a higher level. GCkay. You

menti oned maybe in your openi ng statenent or

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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certainly early in the dialogue -- and then you
ki nd of nmentioned it again with the Senator from
Horry -- your interest in a couple of -- | think
what you said was an interest in maybe a coupl e of
the subjects that are related to this, | assune the
Public Service Conm ssion.
You mentioned the electric cars. Was

t here sonething else that you had an interest in?

A |"minterested in wastewater treatnment
and al so water in general. | followed the current
stories about the anpunt of groundwater taken by
various industries and the need for the groundwater
by nmunicipalities. So I'mvery -- I'mvery
interested in that and al so i n wast ewat er
treat ment.

Q Coul d you maybe tell us what other
busi ness or industries or things that are regul ated
by the Public Service Comm ssion here in South
Car ol i na.

A Well, all of the ones we've been
t al ki ng about are regul at ed.

Q Right. Any additional types of
professions or things that -- fromthat standpoint
that would be a normal action to conme before the

Public Service Comm ssion?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. Well, transportation and railroads.
| know that there's a factor in that, in those
subjects. I|I'minterested in both of those.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: All right. I
thi nk that concludes the questioning. Again, we
appreciate your willingness to serve and your being
here with us this afternoon. Thank you very nuch.

MR. NEWMAN: Thank you very nuch. |
appreciate it. Bye-bye.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Ckay. | believe
that brings us to break for 30 mnutes. So
that would bring us back with the anticipation
of starting at 1:45, not gathering but starting
at 1:45. We'll have a recess.

(A recess transpired.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. We are our
out of our recess and will continue the screening
for Public Service Conmm ssion Seat 1. A Quorumis
nore than present and proxies. So we will continue

with M. Lawrence D. Sullivan. Good afternoon,

sir.

MR. SULLI VAN: Good afternoon.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Pl ease be seat ed.
We' Il have the court reporter swear you in for the
screeni ng.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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LAVWRENCE DANI EL SULLI VAN

being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good afternoon
again. | appreciate you being here with us this
afternoon. Ms. Anderson.

MS. ANDERSON: Good afternoon, M.
Sullivan. | want to give a general overview of
M. Sullivan's background. He obtained a Bachel or
of Arts in Geography fromthe University of Texas
at Austin and a Master of Arts in Geography from
Arizona State University.

M. Sullivan is currently an adjunct
prof essor at Trident Technical College and at
the Citadel. He has worked in various capacities
wi th biomass generation, biofuels, and petrol eum
conpani es since the late 1970s. M. Sullivan is a
menber of the Society of Petrol eum Engi neers,
Ameri can Associ ation of Geographers, Anerican
I nstitute of Chem cal Engi neers, and vari ous
commttees with ASTM I nternational.

He al so serves on the Bi omass Research
and Devel opnment Technical Advisory Commttee
t hrough his affiliation with the Citadel. M.
Sullivan currently serves on the Consuner Affairs

Conmm ssion, a position to which he was el ected by

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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t he General Assenbly in May of 20109.

His termends on June 2023 and
addi tional details regarding M. Sullivan's
background can be found in his personal data
guestionnaire.

M. Sullivan, do you have any changes
that you would like to make to the personal data
questionnaire you submtted with your application
ot her than changes that you' ve already submtted?

MR. SULLI VAN: No.

MS. ANDERSON: And to clarify one of
the itenms on your PDQ for Item 8(d) you stated
that you're a nenber of the South Carolina Bi omass
Council. But you currently are not a nenber of
t hat organi zation, correct?

MR. SULLIVAN: Yes. | was a nenber
payi ng dues in 2013/'14, | think. Then I'mstill
on the list because of the Citadel in academ c
affiliation, but I have not attended neetings.

It is a 501(c)(3) group and it's pretty
active. So I'mon a simlar one on the federal
| evel through the United States Departnent of
Agriculture and the Departnment of Energy.

MS. ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you. |

woul d request that M. Sullivan's personal data

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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questionnaire be entered into the record with any
confidential information being redacted.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(EXHIBIT 4, Personal Data Questionnaire
of M. Lawrence Daniel Sullivan, was marked for
i dentification.)

MS. ANDERSON: As part of our
background i nvestigation of M. Sullivan we
obtained a credit check, driver's |license check,
and a SLED check. Any questions of a confidential
or personal nature will be taken up in executive
sessi on.

Before we begin, do you have a brief
statenment that you would |ike to make?

MR, SULLIVAN: Yes. | want to thank
the Public Utilities Review Comm ttee and staff for
t he opportunity to present ny credentials today.

Wy do | seek this role? | see a
need for a world-class mnd -- world-class mnds
to be on the Comm ssion, the Public Services
Comm ssi on, especially those nmnds with experience
in the energy industry.

I n some ways those on the Comm ssion
and hired as experts to advise the Conm ssion

need to be on equal footing with the regul ated
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conpanies. | noted this in ny FI TSNews editori al
and testinony to the PSC. | consune Dom ni on

Nat ural Gas.

The state enjoys top-Ilevel academc
experts who can be called upon to serve the state
as experts in Comm ssion matters. Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. ANDERSON:
Q M. Sullivan, please state your nane
and honme address for the record.
A. Law ence Daniel Sullivan, 2314

Hurmm ngbird Lane, Summerville, South Carolina.

Q And are you a registered voter?
A Yes.
Q And in which congressional district are

you registered to vote?

A. Congressional District 1.

Q And you have already covered this in
your opening statenent, but are there any other
comments that you'd |ike to make about why you're
interested in serving on the PSC?

A. Yes. | have reached a stage in ny
career with experience and poise and | want to
say neutrality about the energy consunption to

t he degree that | could serve the Comm ssion wel

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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fromthe position of alnobst 40 years of experience
within both the donestic and the international
energy industry.
| bring I would say maturity and a

point of view that is open to the chall enges that
the state faces. | have lived and worked in seven
states and about 30 or so countries. So | know
what countries and states face when it cones to
energy issues, whether it's regulated industries
or unregul ated industries.

Q Have you attended any hearings at the
Conmmi ssi on?

A. Yes. | gave testinony in October -- as
a citizen -- of 2018 regardi ng open hearings that
t he Conmm ssion gave in Charleston. There was three
of themin, | think, October of 2018. As a
consuner of natural gas at the tinme supplied by
South Carolina Gas and Electric (sic) -- SCE&G -- |
felt opportunity to talk about the Atlantic Coast
Pi peline and the potential to bring the pipeline
across the state and bring gas out of the northeast
part of the United States.

| thought it was inportant for the

Comm ssion to do that because at the tinme Transco

had i ntervened and the Conmm ssion deni ed that.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Then the Conm ssion reversed thenselves. So ny
testi nony was noot about the intervention of
Transco, but | did it as a citizen and not as
an academ c or as an expert witness. | was
testifying as a consuner of natural gas.

Q Have you read any Conmmi ssion deci sions?

A. Yes, many deci sions and watched the
stream ng vi deo.

Q How woul d you expect to get up to speed
on issues confronting the Conm ssion?

A. The first is the legal staff on
the Comm ssion would explain to ne the limts,
the definitions, and the requirenents that a
conm ssi oner has both under the judicial code and
al so under the enabling |egislation.

Once | would be up to speed on that
then | would -- as an academ ¢ and a professor
would read. I'mcurrently reading quite a bit
of literature in the area of regulatory econom cs
both at the PURPA | evel, the federal |evel, and
then at the state |evel.

Q What rol e does the Public Service
Comm ssion serve in regards to regul ati on of
utilities?

A. The Public Service Comm ssion is a

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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creation of the state |egislature, the General
Assenbly, and it has enabling |l egislation. The
enabling legislation tells the Comm ssion that

It nmust regulate both for the citizens and
consuners of the state but also for the industries
t hat provide the power of natural gas, and
transportation, and other regulated activities.

So it's a dual role. It is to both
make sure that the industries that provide the
services and materials are bal anced well with the
regul ated consuners; in other words both the
consuners and the regul ated industries have to
consune and be regulated in a sense for both the --
service given. In other words, the perpetuity of
the industries. These are corporations. So they
exi st in perpetuity as well as the citizens who
consune the materials. So it's a difficult
regul at ory bal ance.

Q What are sone of the industries and
busi nesses that are regul ated by the PSC?

A Well, there's the electrical power
generati on conpani es, the natural gas conpanies
whi ch are called |local distribution conpanies.
There is transportation, telecomunications.

Water 1s one that is a critical one. There are

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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a couple of others related to those.

Q What are sone of the key factors that a
comm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A VWhen a regulated utility is on the
docket and asking for sone kind of rate increase
or decrease or sonme kind of material matter then
t he Comm ssion nenbers have to be advised by the
staff on the detail of that application on the
docket .

They then have to listen to the
testinony given by experts, both experts on the
sides. It could be two, possibly three or four
sides. In this state now because of the Consuner
Affairs Conmm ssion intervening or having a position
t hen you have probably three or maybe four
opi nions. Then they have to have judicial maturity
and bal ance to be able to offer an opinion. But
it's one vote of seven for the comm ssioners. So
It has be | ooked at in that context of a majority
vot e.

Q What are sone of the factors that you
woul d ook at in trying to achieve a bal ance with
the different interests?

A. Well, the first thing you have to

|l ook at | think frommy perspective in donestic
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busi ness and international business is that the
private corporation or the industry that is
regul ated has financial profiles.

It issues debt and issues equity.

That has to be exam ned carefully to determ ne the
nature of the -- of the opportunity for themto
earn a rate of return. That's in the enabling

| egislation and in the regul ations. The bal anci ng
concern is that that is not to be necessarily
onerous upon the citizens or the buyers of the --
or the users of the services.

Now, the driver, of course, is that
these regulated utilities exist in a world where
you have equity nmarkets and you al so have debt
mar kets. So you have to carefully exam ne the

financial nethods and see if that utility or

provi der of the service -- teleconmunication or
water -- is within the boundaries of that rate of
return. It could be a rate of return on equity, a

rate of return on assets, or a rate of return of
the entire corporation.

That is not easy. The bal ance, of
course, then is that those rates are not onerous on
anyone that consunes the material.

Q You're currently serving on the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Consuner Affairs Conmm ssion. \When you were el ected
there was a press release issued by The Citadel in
whi ch you were quoted in saying in the context of
energy: | amfamliar with how such state | aws

are inplenmented, especially regarding regul ated

I ndustri es.

That role -- tal king about the consuner
advocate -- and how t he Conm ssion devel ops a new
role for consuner advocacy is what |'m nost
I nterested in today.

How do you think the Conm ssion should
develop a role for consumer advocacy?

A. The question you're asking is the
Consuner Affairs Conm ssion? How do they devel op
a role or how does the Public Service Conm ssion
develop a role for --

Q The article nentioned how the
Comm ssi on develops a new role for the consumer
advocacy. So --

A As | understand it -- |I'mnot versed
in the law -- there was a consumer advocacy role
for the Consunmer Affairs Conm ssion in the past. |
believe it ended and there was a period of tine
that ORS m ght have had it or sonething.

Now in 2018 it cane back to the
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Consuner Affairs Conmi ssion as a formal statutory
requirement. The question asked is that -- who is
t he consuner advocate in the state? You know,
the Public Service Conmm ssion has a role as a
consuner advocate, but it is mnor relative to
the overarching return on equity roles that
traditionally regulate a utility industry's
interface with -- on the federal |evel or the
state |l evel.
Consuner Affairs was to | ook out for

t he individual consuner in this case which would
be a residential or perhaps a comrercial consuner.
Then that would have to be bal anced. Now, attorney
generals -- attorneys general in the states often
have rol es of consuner advocacy, too. |t varies by
the state. So it could be | ooked at in three ways.
Putting it in the Consunmer Affairs Conm ssion was a
prof ound change back to a system where someone who
was -- or an agency that was arnms length fromthe
ORS and PSC woul d have that role.

Q Thank you. And you had al ready
referenced the article that you had witten in
FI TSNews. That was concerni ng SCANA and Santee
Cooper in the context of econom cs.

You stated: It is long overdue to

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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noder ni ze and adopt new nodels for economc
behavi or and power generation. What are your
t hought s on noderni zati on?

A. Well, | have worked in oil and gas and
then sonmewhat in power generation. One thing that
I's al ways profound in regulated industries is state
ownership. Historically the United States has been
In an odd position because of the creation of TVA,
Sant ee Cooper.

| lived in Arizona with the Salt
River Project and | lived in Austin, Texas with the
Lower Colorado River Authority. So you have state
entities. Then | later spent a lot of ny career
overseas were the state owns the power conpany,
the oil conpanies, the railroads, the airlines,
everything. The role to your -- in answer to your
question is that -- the difficult matter in the
states is that with deregul ated states energing
nore rapidly than the industry has been able to
adapt to you see three or four different nodels.

Now, it's quite a conplex question
because Texas was able to do what it did because of
ERCOT and the Western Interconnect and the Eastern
| nterconnect are too vast and too large to do

what Texas did. California attenpted a rapid

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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deregul ati on that was a debacl e.

Sone states have begun a sl ow process.
| lived in England when | saw it firsthand. \Where
t hey deregul ated the generation conpanies the
governnment kept the power l|ines, the transm ssion,
and then they deregul ated | ocal distribution. So
you ended up with three entities and it worked out
to be relatively successful.

It's the sanme thing with rail roads.

The British deregul ated railroads. They kept the
rail lines but they sold off the rolling stock and
they sold off the stations.

So in terms of new ideas for power
generation certainly you could |l ook at transm ssion
as being sonething like a highway that cones under
state control. But if you |ook at the power
generation like a refinery making gasoline or
you | ook at the gasoline distribution station those
could be deregulated in some way. So it's sonmewhat
| i ke the ERCOT nodel. The problemw th the ERCOT
nodel here is that the Eastern Interconnect is too
| ar ge.

Q And is it within the role of the Public
Servi ce Conm ssioner to advocate for one position

or anot her?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A Is it the role of the Public Service
Comm ssion to --

Q To advocate --

A. -- advocate?

Q Ri ght .

A Under the new act -- and the new
act has not been litigated. I'mfamliar that

sonetines that when legislators put a law in place,
particularly one that is enabling |egislation, they
often go into regulatory and then deregul atory

revi ew.

But 62 appears to advocate -- have an
advocacy role for the PSC. O course, |I'm
following it currently and it's a troubling back
and forth on that. But ny viewis that the agency,
PSC, has to follow enabling legislation, wite
regul ations, and then those regul ations can be
reviewed by judicial authorities or the state
| egi sl ature or the General Assenbly can go back and
revisit what they've done.

Q Are you aware that conm ssioners are
subject to the judicial code of conduct as well as
state ethics [ aws?

A. Yes.

Q And can you briefly describe the five

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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canons wthin the Code of Judicial Conduct.

A. The judicial conduct covers
particularly I want to say ex parte conmmunication,
but it certainly covers a broad range of
tenperanent that a judicial or quasi judicial
person has. That would be in terns of -- the
direct relationship with the parties has to be
conducted in the official format and not outside of
that official formt.

The other responsibilities, of course,
are prudence and about the behavior in public and
al so any appearances. | want to say appearances
or facts related to financial matters or other
i nvest nents and responsibilities or roles held
outside of the particular position.

Q And you had touched on ex parte
conmuni cation in your response. |s there anything
that you would like to add regardi ng the general
rule with ex parte conmuni cation before the South
Carolina Public Service Conm ssion?

A Well, I"mreading the situation with
Commi ssioner Ervin and it's -- | read four or five
pages of legal opinion fromthe law firmand it --
| think with judicial roles there's two facts.

One, there is the pure definition legally about

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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what one's behavior in the judicial or quasi
judicial role. Then the other one, | think, is
nore profound and that is the appearance of
behavi or that m ght appear to be unsupported in
ternms of that role. The four-page opinion when
read it this nmorning -- I'"'mnot a | awer. You
know, | find it hard to understand soneti mes the
exact nature of that ex parte commruni cati ons.

Q Al right. Let's assune soneone
approaches you. You're serving on the Conm ssion
and they want to talk about a matter that is or may
become an issue for the PSC. How would you handl e
t hat situation?

A. | would say |'munfortunately unabl e
to comment on that because ny role requires that
| adhere to the Code 501 and that that is a
prohi bited. The only communi cati on shoul d be
t hrough the authorities in terns of the Comm ssion
heari ngs.

Q And what woul d you consider to be
appropriate use of social nmedia pursuant to the
judicial canons?

A. Well, if I'"mappointed then soci al
medi a becones to sone degree restricted greatly.

| have used Facebook with my daughters because |

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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enjoy the pictures and ny friends from high school
and col |l ege.

The Linkedln is inportant for business

peopl e, but outside of that I'mnot certain --
Twitter has been problematic. |'mnot sure | Iike
that format. Other than that | just generally am

unconvinced it is a good thing except for Facebook
except with famly pictures.

Q. Are you famliar with the three
advi sory opinions issued by the Review Commttee
dealing with the attendance at |egislative
receptions, |egislative caucus neetings, and

political gatherings?

A. Yes. | read that. It was given to nme
I n August .
Q. And have you attended any | egislative

receptions or caucus neetings since you submtting
your application?

A. No.

Q. And have you attended any political
gat herings since submtting your application?

A. No.

Q. Are you or a nmenmber of your immedi ate
famly enployed by a utility regul ated by the PSC

either currently or within the past two years?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. No.

Q And do you or a nenber of your
I mmedi ate fam |y have stock or other financial
i nterest that is directly controlled by you or your
famly nmenber of a utility regul ated by the PSC?

A. No.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmmediate
fam |y have stock or other financial interest that
Is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a renewabl e energy conpany that appears before
t he PSC?

A No. | was an officer and had stock
rights on a biofuel conpany from 2007 to 2009.
Those stock options expired when | left the
conpany, negotiated the sale of the conpany.

Q And are you or a nenber of your
I mmedi ate famly an officer or director or
ot herwi se involved in the managenment of a business
enterprise?

A. Yes. My wife and | have a 50 percent
ownership each in an S corporation that we' ve
used to consult with and that is a -- just a
standard S corporation that passed through the
i ncome fromthe consul tant.

Q And that is the Lawrence D. Sullivan

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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and Conpany?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And currently is this
busi ness -- are y'all actively engaged in the

busi ness?

A Alittle bit, but |I've decided that
at ny age and at this point that 1'd rather if any
future incone -- should |I not take this position,
should this not be offered to nme that future work
just be -- go to ne directly under the Soci al
Security nunmber rather than under a federa
i dentification nunber.

Q And you've served as an expert w tness
in utility cases. Can you describe the types of

cases that you have served as an expert w tness.

A. No. |'ve not served as an expert
W t ness. | have had five cases related to
bi of uel s. In the case -- each of the case was a

bi of uel engi neering or financial case but not a
utility case.

Q Okay. So it's primarily consulting as
opposed to expert w tness?

A Yeah. The consulting work that [|'ve
done has nore to do wth biotechnol ogy. For

exanple, waste -- if | may, in California if you --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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back up a second. |If you take waste and you
ferment it and you make what they call renewabl e
natural gas the United States and Canada | ook at
the natural gas grid as a hundred percent

connect ed.

So if you make a waste manure in
North Carolina in the natural gas it's renewabl e
and if you put it in the pipeline in North Carolina
soneone can take out that petrol eum base natural
gas now in California and earn a credit on the
bal ance.

As | nmentioned earlier, you're aware
the United States does not have that connection for
electricity. There's a western, an eastern, and
ERCOT. So if you nake electricity in one part you
cannot ship it all the way to California. So |'ve
been involved with not expert w tness but advising
I nvestors of conpanies in renewabl e natural gas
relative to putting it into the grid. So it is
related to utilities in the natural gas sense.

Q What entities did you or a nenber of
your imrediate famly receive inconme fromwthin
the past year? And this would not include |IRA,
deferred conpensation, disability, nutual funds, or

funds received froma financial institution in the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com




© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N T T N T S R e N T
a A W N P O © 00O N OO 01~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 113

ordi nary course of business.

A. Okay. We -- both ny wife and | are on
Soci al Security. She has disability and | have
regul ar Social Security.

Q. You don't have to include those.

A. | have W2 inconme from Tri dent
Technical College and I have W2 income from
The Citadel and that's the W2 inconme. W have
the consulting expert witness fees. The thing
about expert witnesses in sone cases you don't
necessarily serve as an expert wi tness as a nenber
of a corporation but as a individual.

Q. And if you are elected to serve on
t he Comm ssion would there be any potenti al
conflicts of interest, financial or otherw se?

A. No.

Q. Ckay. Vhat would you do if a conflict
of interest arose?

A. Certainly alert the general counsel of
t he Comm ssion and discuss it imediately.

Q. Are you affiliated with any political
parties, boards, or comm ssions that would need to
be reevaluated if nom nated and el ected?

A. No.

Q. How about Consuner Affairs Conm ssion?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. That | would resign fromif | were
appoi nted here.

Q Do you belong to any organi zati on that
di scri m nates based on race, religion, or gender?

A No.

Q What is the appropriate deneanor for a
comm ssi oner ?

A | think the demeanor is sonmewhat
| i ke me as a professor now after the substanti al
I ndustrial career is to be fair, to listen
carefully. | do this with ny students. | had a
autistic student at Trident and it was a real
chal l enge. It was probably the hardest chall enge |
had is to listen carefully to ny students, work
wth them understand their performance and be able
to evaluate their performance fairly and not feel
any anxi ety based upon ny performance, feel that it
was fair.

Q And woul d this denmeanor apply only
while on the bench or would it apply all the tinme?

A | think if you're in a high profile
or let's call it a relatively high profile
comm ssioner |evel then your behavior in the public
has to be considered all the tine.

Q And if elected to serve as a

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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conm ssi oner how woul d you envi sion your work
schedul e?

A. |'"'ma professor now. So even though
"' man adjunct professor | still work in the
evenings and | prepare exam nations. | give
them -- you know, a great anount of tine on the
weekends as, you know, teachers are -- we work a
lot. So the Comm ssion would be the sane.

Cbviously | would conme here as

necessary or what's needed or required and -- but
the work done would be -- | don't want to say 24/7
but | have an active mnd that goes through a | ot
of information fast.

Q What does the term avoi ded cost nean?

A. The act -- you want it in the context
of the "19 --

Q. Yes, sir.

A. The PURPA? It says that if the utility
itself decided to build sonmething and they saw a
need for it or sonehow or another they had the need
and let's say that price was X someone can cone
al ong and say | can do that for |ess or nore.

The avoided cost is to try to define

within the context of the regulated utility or the

state-owned utility or sone kind of utility what

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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It costs themto produce sonething -- let's say
electricity or water -- and to be able to duplicate

that from an econom c sense, financial sense, and
be able to say this avoided cost is X and the
person that wants to sell to under PURPA woul d be
above or bel ow that.

The obligation in PURPA has been around
for along tinme and there's judicial reviews of it.
" m not that experienced with how the judicial
reviews of PURPA are defined, but |'ve read a | ot
of avoided costs. |'ve listened to the experts and
| don't find any consensus that nmakes hard econom c
sense. |It's classic econom cs.

| teach in the history departnment in
geography. So | know that social studies sonetines
| ack definitions. There are not financi al
definitions of avoided costs |ike you see a return
on asset or a return on, you know, self-insured
debt or sonmething like that. There's no hard and
fast econom c definition that -- sorry. There's no
hard and fast financial definition, but there are a
| ot of econom c definitions.

MS. ANDERSON: M. Chairman, just a few
questions of a personal or confidential nature if

you want to take those up in executive session.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: So we will by
previous vote by the Conmttee go i nto executive
session with each candidate. So we'll go into
executive session at this tine.

(Of-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: The bell has
been lifted and no action was taken in executive
session. W'Ill go back into our tine with
M. Sullivan and I'Ill recognize Ms. Anderson.

BY MS. ANDERSON

Q M. Sullivan, we received a report from
SLED as part of the background check and there are
a few questions that | have that | would like to
wal k through. There was one matter that showed
up, National Collegiate Student Loan Trust versus
Lawrence Sullivan. That was filed in 2015 in
Dorchester County. WAas this a lawsuit involving
you?

A Yes, ny daughter and I. She took a
| oan | cosigned in 2010. She was in college in
Denver and after a couple of years left college
and went to Europe, a boyfriend matter. Then |
was sort of left with this situation.

2010 happened. We |lost a daughter in
2010, the third daughter. M wfe and | decided to

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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| eave the honme we were in. We cane down here and
| started working for a conpany here. W rented
for a while and basically got rid of the hone in
Virginia.

Then we finally hired counsel on
this suit. Then they agreed to settle the suit,
to do what they call discharge the suit wthout
prejudice. So it was dism ssed by counsel that had
this -- it's been di sm ssed.

Q And there was a second | awsuit, Anthony
Vaughan and Lawrence Sullivan versus Chad WIIians
and South Carolina DPS back in 1999 in District
Court in Aiken. W talked about this. WII you
state under the record the circunstances of whether
or not this was you.

A. Yes. Unfortunately there's another
Law ence Sullivan in the state and that case cane
up in this. It's not ne, but it came up. M nane
Is Lawrence D. Sullivan or Lawrence Daniel Sullivan
and this one is a different -- a different person.

Q And the third matter was a |ien that
was filed in Dorchester County in 2019.

A. Yes. My wife and | with the S
corporation began to use a non-CPA firm a tax

filer. Then there was a failure to file correctly

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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and on tinme when this happened. Then we paid it.
So --

Q So that's been rectified?

A Yes. It's been addressed. We now use
a CPA. You don't use tax preparers. You have to
use a CPA because they have a higher standard of
care.

Q Ckay. There was also a |awsuit that
you were involved in back in 1998 in M nnesota with
Chenftst ar Products. Can you briefly describe what
happened with this.

A. Yeah. | was an enpl oyee of the conpany
and had signed a nonconpete agreenment but the
nonconpete agreenent did not |ist any conpani es.

It just said | couldn't conpete with conpetitors.
So | worked with a conpany. ChenfStar cane at ne.
Then the judge said that ChensStar needed to |ist
t he conpani es by conpany and division that | could
not work for.

The case then was settled. It was
quite sinply a matter of trying to list which
conpani es were conpetitors and which conpani es were
not conpetitors.

Q Have you made any contributions to

menbers of the General Assenbly since filing your

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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application?
A No.
Q Have you sought or received a pl edge
fromany | egislator prior to today?
A. No.
Q Have you sought or been offered a

condi tional pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

A. No.

Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact nenbers of the General Assenbly on your
behal f before the final and formal screening report
has been rel eased?

A. No.

Q Are you aware of any friends or
col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A. No.

Q Are you famliar the 48-hour rule
whi ch prohibits a candi date from seeki ng pl edges

for 48 hours after the report has been submtted to

t he General Assenbly?
A. Yes.
Q Whul d you plan to serve a full termif
el ected?
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. Yes.

MS. ANDERSON: Thank you, M. Sullivan.
That's all the questions | have, M. Chairman. For
the record, M. Sullivan's test score is a 59.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you, Ms.
Anderson. We'Ill go to questions from nenbers of
the Commttee. M. Forrester and then I'IIl --
Representative Forrester.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR. FORRESTER:

Q M. Sullivan, thank you for applying
for this position and your wllingness to serve. |
just had a couple of questions. In reading through
here, you're a nenber of the Society of Petrol eum
Engi neers. You're a nenber of the Anerican
I nstitute of Chem cal Engineers. Then | see
| ater on here where you were trained in petrol eum
engi neering by Dresser Industries, but | don't
see -- are you a registered engi neer?

A No.

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: COkay. I
just wanted to clear that up. It was indicating

that you were. Thank you.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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SENATOR ALEXANDER: Chai rman Sandi fer

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER

Q M. Sullivan, thank you for being here
and applying for this position. Several questions.
First of all, do you see the PSC having an advocacy
rol e?

A. The advocacy that they have from
enabling the legislation is to make sure that the
regul ati ng conpani es stay in business, provide the
power safely, repair situations |like the Starnes
events and that they have a reliability, National
El ectrical Reliability Council.

I n other words, the reliability would
be paranount because they're a single supplier.
Then that reliability becones incredibly inportant.
The second probably would be that they have the
financial resources to continue in business and do
wel | .

The question then is, well, it's
defined as let's say a 10 percent return on the
equity or a 10 percent return on all the assets.

It's sone kind of return that allows themto do

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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both the first which is to provide the service and
repair, whatever needs to be repaired should the
service drop off. So that's the reliability
counci |l .

Then the next thing would be the
financial security of the firm Then after that
the role that they have is to nmake sure that they
provide the | owest cost power to the consuners.
That then gets into the bal ance that has to be had
on that return. Then if that is suitable do the
consuners have a voice in it?

Well, the state | aw changed in 2018 to
say that the Consunmer Affairs Comm ssion is the
role for the consuner advocate. So in the sense --
" ve not tal ked about ORS because it seens |ike
they're in an odd position between them and, of
course, the Attorney General's in an odd position
bet ween those two or possibly three holes. But,
yes, the PSC has to think about the consuners
because the consuner has to be protected.

The question sonetines to ne is that,
s that consunmer or homeowner on a fixed incone or
I's that consunmer New Corp. or let's say Vol vo or
Boei ng or sone large industrial corporation and how

do -- how do you bal ance the consuner -- the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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I ndi vi dual consumer or the honmeowner versus the
| ar ge corporations?

That consuner role at the Consuner
Affairs Conm ssion appears to be defined as
protecting the individual, the honmeowner, fromthe
power prices that m ght be onerous. So it's not an
easy role. The PSC does not have a clear nandate
to protect the consunmer. Under 62 it |ooks |ike
It's the beginning of saying that things have to
change, but it's not like definitive.

Q Okay. Does the Conm ssion have an
obligation to make sure that the utilities stay
I n busi ness?

A. They have an obligation to make sure
that the utility stays in business but that does
not override the utility being acquired by anot her
utility which then conmes into a federal SEC, et
cetera, et cetera and the state utility
conmm ssions. So, yes. For exanple, with SCANA
the PSC could not protect SCANA from Dom nion. It
was not the role to protect SCANA from Dom ni on.

Q Al right. And you talked a few

noment s ago about natural gas and the biomass,

those things. |Is natural gas a utility?
A. In the United States it's different.
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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The production of natural gas -- drilling, the
production -- is a private -- a publicly traded
conpany, business. In other words, it's not
regulated. It was historically until the '70s.

Q Al right. 1Is the price of natural gas
regul ated by the PSC?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A. Now, when the gas arrives at the

city gate then it's regulated with what they cal
an LDC, |ocal distribution conpany. That's a
pass-through and a that's a return on the asset
for the regul ated gas conpany, but it's a very
different world than you see with electricity.

Q You talked a little bit about the
deregul ated market in Texas.

A. Yes.

Q Did you know t hat South Carolina took
up deregul ation either in the late '90s or early
2000s and made a decision not to deregul ate?

Did you al so know that in Texas when
t hey deregulated they fixed the price? It was a
price fixing. It did not matter whether or not it
was proper to hold to the conpani es or not.

Did you further know that at sonme point

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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I n that when that cap was com ng off that the users
were | ooking at potentially a 75 percent increase
in the price?

A. Yes.

Q So would you still be a proponent of
der egul ati on?

A. No. The proponent role for ne woul d
not be to be a proponent of deregulation. That
woul d be --

Q Well, that's what it sounded |like to
me. That's why |I'm asking the question.

A Yeah. The enabling legislation --
if there is to be regulation then the PSCis to
follow the authorities given to it by the General
Assenbly. O course, there m ght be court
deci sions later, but the PSC cannot initiate
deregul ati on thensel ves. They can only work around
the confines of the enabled |egislation.

Q Sure. Okay. And these questions are
in no particular order. 1've jotted things down as
you' ve spoken. One of the things was, in your role
as a conmm ssioner what would you expect to do as
far as your work time is considered?

Woul d you think that your nornal

wor ki ng hours woul d be what we would all consi der

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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normal office hours?

A Yes. As a professor now | work nornmal
of fice hours, but |I also work at hone because |
have - -

Q We all do.

A Soif I"'mon the utility comm ssion
and there's an accountant and there's SEC docunents
t hen the accountant and | can get together and
go through the SEC docunents and | ook at the
financials of a conpany.

Then | can read those at hone, let's
say, and the next day neet with the account ant
and go through the detail because the -- the role
of determining the rate of return is based upon
| ooki ng at financial docunents, SEC docunents to
determ ne the assets and the debt equity of the
company.

Q Okay. And going now to your education,
you received a degree in geography fromthe
Uni versity of Texas and now you teach geography.

W Il you please explain to us the
pertinence of your degree and your teachi ng career
I n geography to the role of a conm ssioner on the
PSC.

A. Thank you. It's not an easy question.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Q. | didn't expect it to be.
A. | spent -- my father was a petrol eum
geol ogi st and he worked in the oil industry but he

di d not encourage ny brothers and | to go into the
oil industry. He considered it, you know, a tough
i ndustry.

You have to go all over the world.
You | ose sleep. He didn't particularly like the
I ndustry, but he did well in it because he was
sui ted that way.

| | ooked at geography in an academ c
career through the 1970s, Texas -- Arizona State
and Texas A&M and then in 1980 or '78 | worked
in a regulatory agency in the State of Texas
writing regulatory for the EPA, Research
Conservati on Recovery Act. So | kind of got
exposed to regulatory matters. Then | al nost went
to work for the EPA and some other shall we say
agenci es in Washi ngton.

Then | joined ny father in Singapore.
He said, why don't you join the oil industry?
You' re young and single and you can go around the
world. He contradicted himself. So I joined
Dr esser.

They sent ne to Libya and | found

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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myself in the mddle of the Sahara Desert with
the Italian oil conpany. Libya was -- Reagan --
Presi dent Reagan said no nore Anericans in Libya,
but the Italians |iked me because | spoke Italian.

So they said, why don't you get your
butt out of Libya -- right -- and do what Reagan
told you to do and then go to work in their | and.
So | worked in Italy for a while which was a rea
delight wth the | anguage, the people, and
cul ture.

Then | stayed European and ended up
with a British chem cal conpany in the North Sea.
That was nore training, nore engi neering, nore
managenent. Then when | was with Conoco and Dupont
in relatively higher |levels ny superiors crashed
their Gulfstreamjet in Indonesia in 1991. So
t hat kind of ended ny, you know, tinme with the
Conoco peopl e.

| canme back to the states and worked
nostly with small er conpani es because | had pretty
good exposure to a big conpany. A lot of little
people |ike people out of big conpani es because
t hey understand how t hings are done in the business
wor | d.

Geography is ironic because Trident --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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after | nore or less retired Trident said, we
need a geographer. | did a good job there in '13,

"14, and '15. Then The Citadel said, we need a
geographer. There's just not a | ot of geographers.

The irony if | may share with you is
that the University of South Carolina here is
in the top ten for Ph.D.-granting geography
departnents. So this state is one of the top
universities in the country wth Berkel ey, Mdison,
M chi gan, Texas, and others. So it's a feather in
the cap for the University of South Carolina for
geogr aphy.

They' ve got their own buil ding over
here and they grant Ph.D.s and they publish.
They're a real delight to work with. So I have
sone peers there. But -- so teaching | cane out of

A&M and they figured I would fit in at the Ci tadel.

Q Okay. Let ne ask you two questions.

A. Sur e.

Q These are the last two. |In one of your
statenents you said: | am an acadeni c and have

publ i shed papers regardi ng the energy industry.

As an academ c do you think you would

be able to be a good judicial person?
A. Yes. | strongly believe that and have
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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continued to make the application and work with
Heat her to nmake sure that everything is -- dotted
| s and crossed Ts because | believe that | have

t hat exposure to energy with sophisticated

I nternational and donmestic energy industries.

But at the sane tinme the |ast few
years as a professor has given ne a sort of
judicial variant because when you go in front
of a classroom and teach you have to eval uate
everything they present and have to be fair and
j udi ci ous.

You have to have a tenperanent to
handl e students that m ght be gifted but they
m ght not do well or students that do well but are
not engaged. You need to engage them So the
tenperanent of a good professor could easily -- |
don't want to say easily. It could translate well
| believe strongly for nme into this role.

Q Okay. And | would rem nd you that
energy is not the only thing that's before the
comm ssi on.

A. Yes. | understand.

Q Al right.

A. Water and --
Q

One | ast question. You were elected to

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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the State Ethics Comm ssion | ast year?
A. Consuner Affairs Conm ssion.
Q Consuner Affairs. |I'msorry. Ethics,

| don't know why | said that. Anyhow --

A I n the dat abase.

Q Apparently you want to quit that job
to get another job. |Is that correct?

A. Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Okay. Very
good. Thank you very nuch.

MR. SULLI VAN:  Okay.

MR. ALEXANDER: O her questions?

EXAM NATI ON

BY SENATOR ALEXANDER

Q Well, |I'"ve got a couple for you here.
Agai n, thank you for your wllingness and |
appreciate you being here with us today. As far
as -- | think that -- this being a full-tinme job, I
t hi nk you have referred to that wwth it being a
full-tinme job.

So | guess one of the questions | have
for you or the question | have for you, as far as
the work that you were involved with the adjunct
prof essors and then the conpany that you and your

w fe owmn how would you treat that if you becane a
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menber of the Public Service Comm ssion?

A. Yeah. The adjunct professor jobs would
end because they're only adjunct professor jobs.
There's no tenure. There's no contract of
enpl oynment per se. The consulting corporation is
nore or less just a sinple S corporation that we
both own and we woul d just shut that down.

| ' ve thought about shutting it down
because at this stage it's easier just to take
consulting income directly to the 1040 form rat her
than go through a corporate --

Q You nentioned that earlier, that mybe
just going through the W2 versus the --

A. Particularly expert fees. Sonetines
t hose expert fees -- if | may comment, sonetines
t hose expert fees are called honorarium You
know, for exanple, | went to speak in Las Vegas
at a conference on petrol eum products.

They pay the hotel. They pay the
airfare and they pay everything else but there's
no honorarium Sonetines they give you a few
t housand for the honorarium So you have to go
and buy for the airplane but --

Q So when you're tal king about expert

you're tal king about nore or |less as a presenter at
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a conference? Being an expert on a subject matter.
A. Yes, and al so as an expert in cases

where |'ve had to give testinony in depositions.

Q In a judicial -- in a judicial --
A Envi ronnment .

Q -- proceedi ng?

A Yes.

Q So those woul d be expert --

A. Yes.

Q -- fees --

A. Correct.

Q -- versus consulting fees?

A. Exactly.

Q What woul d be the difference in that
and a consulting --

A. Expert fees normally go to the
I ndi vi dual because they're an expert in your case
who testifies about a matter -- subject matter for
the court through either docunents, opinions,
depositions or testinony.

The corporate world would -- let's say

an investnment fund hires ne to advise them on
I nvesting in a biofuel conpany. Then that kind of
due diligence is a little bit different. It's nore

of a corporate type of role where you provide the
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due diligence for them

You have to have in a sense liability
I nsurance or -- you know, to protect you if your
opi ni ons are not correct.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Senator from Horry.

EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR RANKI N:
Q Sir, you have got one tale of travel
of enpl oynent, of exposure and it's -- it's a

remar kable tale and it ought to be put to paper.
A. That's what The Citadel says, but --
Q Per haps sone enbel | i shnent or perhaps
telling the whole story of sonme of these pl aces
with things that you've done and | appreciate
your offering for this. |It's kind of like --
Representative Sandifer's question is you' ve got a
j ob and you want another one. |It's kind of I|ike
serving in the House but you'd like to go to the
Senate, right?
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: \Whoa. Be
ni ce.
BY SENATOR RANKI N:

Q That's kind of what |I'm sensing there.

You don't have to reply to that. | am curi ous,
t hough, and | -- these folks will all attest to
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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this honest answer. | amnot a student of nuch
and can grasp very little, particularly difficult
t opi cs.

But your article -- and | guess |
didn't realize that this was published in the
FI TSNews piece, but | don't understand what your
point is of SCANA, Santee Cooper, and econom c
rent - keepi ng published May 29t h, 2018.

Forgive ne for not being a student of
economics. | amfamliar with Standard GI. | am

famliar with Chicago Commonweal th Edi son and

Thomas Edi son and Rockefeller and all. But explain
it to me --

A Yes.

Q -- in even nore laynman terns than you

cite in here. \What is your point that you're
maki ng here?

A. In the United States if you | ook at
the regulated utilities and you look at it in a
hi stori cal context you have to go back to the
early cases in the 1880s related to grain storage.
That's kind of the beginning. |I'mnot a | awer
and | don't want to cite the cases.

Particularly the nost profound was the

I nterstate Conmmerce Comm ssion which regul ated the
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rail roads. Now, Standard GOl was -- it links in
sonme way to the railroads. |In the Standard QO |

case it's really a railroad case because the
rail roads were giving rebates back to Rockefeller.

So they had a posted rate, but
Rockefeller paid a lower rate. That allowed them
to ship oil all over, undercut the conpetitors, and
buy themup. So that was a very different case
than -- fromregul ated power.

When the regul ated power happened
that was in the 1930s that was really UNSIL. UNSIL
created | arge hol di ng conpani es, bought up all the
littl e power conpanies nuch |ike Rockefeller bought
up all the little oil conpanies. But when UNSIL
decided to go and seek -- in some way seek
regulation this is really when the New Dea
period -- New Deal was also putting itself and the
governnment into the Santee Cooper, PPA, Bonneville
and all that. So they ran parallel.

But economic rent is a subsection

of economi cs, a discipline at a university.

Rent - keepi ng subject to the Nobel Prizes that I
mentioned -- both Tull ock and | ater Buchanan in
North Carolina -- is that -- is that certain
I ndustries will behave in certain ways not
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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necessarily in the regulatory -- regul atory
f ashi on.

But they will behave in what they call
rent-seeking. Now, when | went overseas in the
oil industry | saw cases where the state would
own all -- the governnment would own all the oi
under ground and then they would produce that. Then
t hey woul d use that noney for their own purposes.
So that's the beginning of the understandi ng of
rent.

Now, OPEC was created by the oi
conpani es so that they would all behave in a
certain way, so that they would protect their
resource, the oil and gas in the ground agai nst
t he capricious nature of the -- what they call
Seven Sisters of the big oil conpanies, two
Eur opeans and five Anericans. The Seven Sisters
| ost power in the 1960s and ' 70s and the nati onal
oi | conpani es gai ned the power.

Now, if you | ook at the idea of
economic rent from Tull ock or the case of the
Buchanan view -- is that regulated utilities in
the United States -- particularly electrical power
but it could be natural gas or it could be others

like -- things |like water and things |like that,
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they will devote a certain anount of their
resources towards protecting their turf.

I n some ways that is counter to the
normal econom ¢ nodels of maxim zing profit. In
ot her words, if you have assets and they generate
profits then you want to plow those profits back
i nto nore production and not necessarily divert
themto political or econom c processes outside
normal profitability.

So what | was reflecting on in the
article was that this is -- what happened with
SCANA was not unusual. It's happened in other
states in a different context. But nore
i nmportantly it has to be understood in a |arger
hi storic context, that sone industries have put
t henselves in that position. That is why the
regul ated industry. Now, in conclusion to ny
t hought it's inportant in a |lot of places that
work in the world the state itself regul ates the
utilities because they own them|li ke Santee Cooper.

But at the sanme tinme the United
States is very different. You have big, powerful
corporations doing utilities |Iike gas, water,
electric, or whatever but you also have in a sense

a |l egacy of state regulatory going back to UNSIL
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and Commonweal th Edi son in the 1930s.

So the states have managed well to keep
t hat authority because it's closer to hone. You
have to bal ance that with TERP's regul atory power.
TERP regul ates gas across lines, electricity across
state lines. So if the United States is to hold --
to kind of conclude ny thought is that it's bal ance
between the states' authorities.

| grew up in Louisiana. | grew up
In states that had a | ot of state's rights and
feelings about wanting to -- of course, | went to
school in Texas at Austin. So you definitely get a
feeling that, you know, the state wants to retain
as nmuch power over the economc world as it can
relative to the federal governnent. So that's kind
of the background on the article.

Q So -- and you conclude it by saying it
again. Who knew then in May of 2018 that in the
end SCANA will survive but they will be a -- no
nore -- this my be a typo -- there will be no nore
| uxury for its new | eadership. Obviously SCANA
didn't survive.

A. Yes.

Q Agai n, Dom nion, its successor -- SO

perhaps it did. But you're not divining between
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public debt -- or capitalization in ternms of an
I nvestor-owned utility?
|"'mreally -- like in one sentence, are

you weighing in on the sustainability of a Santee
Cooper or a Dom nion or are you just educating us

on kind of the history of the investor-owned and

public --

A. Yes, sSir.

Q -- options?

A. Yep.

Q One sentence or |ess.

A | f you | ook at Standard G |'s case
and then the deregulation of the oil industry of

that period by the Supreme Court case and you | ook
at the way the electricity was regulated it went
different ways. They still behaved in rent-
keepi ng ways whether or not. \What |'m saying at
the end is that if a conpany has a corporate jet
that costs $58 nmillion do they keep that corporate
jet on their balance sheet that | pay for as a
consuner ?

Now, | don't mnd paying for Exxon's
corporate jet when | buy gasoline because |I don't
have to buy the gasoline from Exxon. |[If | |ook at

the corporate jet that say a regulated utility owns
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t he question is, why do they need that corporate
jet? It's kind of | want to say, Senator, a
tongue-in-cheek at the end there.

You guys know as well as anyone when
General Mtors went under the first thing Congress
did -- people in your position -- the first thing
Congress did is | ook at the nunber of corporate
j ets General Motors had.

Q The i nvestnent community | ooked at how
many jets GE had when they had their trouble. Last
guestion and very briefly. You did well on your
test, your scores, as has been alluded to earlier.

Right? You're famliar with your test result?

A | don't know if it's well. 1'ma
pr of essor.

Q well --

A | didn't do well.

Q -- relatively speaking. Again, you

didn't make a zero, right? You didn't make a two.
You did relatively well.

My question to you is, aside from
feeling good or bad about that is this test a fair
barometer for us to use in judgi ng your conpetency
on the material that you were tested on that

particul ar day?
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A. Ch, that's what ny students say to ne.
M. Sullivan, this test was unfair. No. The test
was fair. Yes. But |I'mnot used to taking tests.

|'"'ma | ong ways renoved from | egal

under standings. So sonetinmes | think I just didn't
know the details of the various |laws when | went
t hrough here to the degree that | needed to for the
exam So I'mecritical of nyself.

Yes, it's a fair test. | nean, | said
tony wife afterwards, wow, that was a tough test.
But students say that all the tine.

SENATOR RANKIN: Do you grade on a
curve? Don't answer that. W won't either.
That's all | have. Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Are you sure?

SENATOR RANKIN:  |I'm positive.

MR. SULLIVAN:. The Citadel has very
strict guidelines. As you know, they have
gui delines for everything in the mlitary and
a curve is not one of them

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Are there other
guestions from menbers of the Commttee? |I|f not
that conpletes the screening for today. Again, we
appreciate your attention to being here today and

your response to the Commttee.
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MR. SULLI VAN: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Have a good
afternoon, sir.

MR. SULLIVAN: Thank you to the
Comm ttee.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Nice neeting you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good afternoon.
Darryle B. Ware is with us.

MR. WARE: Yes, sir.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: | appreciate your
willingness to serve and being with us this
af t er noon.

MR. WARE: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: First off, I'm
going to ask the court reporter to swear you in for
your screening this afternoon.

DARRYLE BERNARD WARE
being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you again.
Il will recognize Ms. Anderson for questions.

MS. ANDERSON: Good afternoon, M.
Ware. |I'mgoing to start off and give a very
brief overview of M. Ware's background. He
obt ai ned a Bachel or of Science degree in Electrical
Engi neering from The Citadel. He is currently an

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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I nstructor at Charleston Electric Training
Al liance.

Hi s previous work experience has
I ncl uded vari ous engi neer positions and he al so
previously served in the United States Navy as a
sonar technician. There are additional details
about M. Ware's background in his personal data
questionnaire.

M. Ware, do you have any changes t hat
you would Iike to make to the personal data
guestionnaire you submtted with your application
ot her than the changes you' ve submtted?

MR. WARE: No, | do not.

MS. ANDERSON: | woul d request that
M. Ware's personal data questionnaire be entered
into the record with any confidential information
bei ng redact ed.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(EXHIBIT 5, Personal Data Questionnaire
of M. Darryle Bernard Ware, was marked for
i dentification.)

MS. ANDERSON: As part of our
background i nvestigation we obtained a credit
check, driver's license, and SLED check, M. Ware.

Any questions of a confidential or personal nature

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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w |l be taken up in executive session.

Bef ore we begin questioning, do you
have a brief statenent that you'd |ike to make,
M. Ware? It's up to you.

MR. WARE: No.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. ANDERSON:
Q Pl ease state your nanme and honme address
for the record.
A. My name is Darryle Bernard Ware. My
home address is 5003 Wgnore Street, Summervill e,

Sout h Car ol i na.

Q Are you a registered voter?
A Yes, | am
Q | n which congressional district are you

regi stered to vote?

A. 44,

Q VWhy are you interested in serving on
the Public Service Conm ssion?

A. To be honest with you, this is probably
sonething | would never have put ny nanme -- put ny
name in the hat for but one day | was reading the
newspaper and | ran across the article where the
Comm ssion is pretty nuch | ooking to expand, so to

speak, as far as technol ogy i s changi ng.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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You're kind of looking for a different
aspect of the board as far as the education that's
brought on the conm ssion board as far as
engi neering, accounting, et cetera. | kind of
was intrigued about the idea because | am an
engi neer and ny background is utility and I do have
an interest in green energy or clean energy | would
prefer to say.

Listening to the board and readi ng that
article really struck sonmething in me in that it's
al nost |ike a passion for me in the sense of from
the utility aspect, green energy, clean energy
having worked in the utility, coal, also having
wor ked for a conpany in wind power. M background
I's nore of protection somewhat and generation. So
when | read the article it really sparked sonething
in me fromthe perspective of public service. |If
you | ook at ny resune | have plenty of years of
coachi ng and teachi ng.

| ook at that as being beneficial for
humanki nd, all the hard work that have -- that |
have put into young nmen's lives on the field, off
the field, and cl assroom | consider that to be
public service. Wen | read that, having the

aspect of having the opportunity to be able to use
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my engineering in the area of public service, it
made me put ny nane in the hat and apply.

Q Ckay. Have you attended any hearings
at the comm ssion?

A. No, | haven't.

Q Have you read any Conmmi ssion deci sions?
A | have read sone.
Q How woul d you expect to get up to speed

on issues confronting the Conmm ssion?

A. Thr ough everything we just said. |
have read sonme issues. |It's just that due to ny
schedule at the time with teaching and ot her
situations |'ve been grabbing articles here and
there, going on the internet. | am aware of the
I ssues with solar as far as ratepayers, sonme of the
arguments with sonme of the utility conpanies.
woul dn't consi der nyself nowhere near an expert and
| woul d consider nyself -- do a |ot of work of
bringing nyself up to par with -- with an
exci tement, expediency to do so if needed to if
given the opportunity.

But | would not consider nyself to be
totally overall know edgeable or having all the
facts so to speak fromboth sides. But | amfully

awar e, have always been froma person fromthe

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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utility background.
But as far as fromthe board
perspective of -- | would not say that I'mreally

up to par. But it's something |I could really
find -- with energy and eagerness find nyself to be
able to do.

Q What rol e does the Public Service
Conm ssion serve in regards to the regul ati on of
utilities?

A. Well, it has jurisdiction over matters
of -- involving invested-owned utilities, water,
wast ewat er, taxi cabs, carriers of househol d goods,
passenger -- notor vehicle passenger carriers. It
has jurisdiction over those matters in determn ning
as far as ratepayers for the public.

Q What are the key factors that a

comm ssioner should consider in a rate case?

A. That's a very good question. | think
it would have to -- rate pay in nmy opinion would
have to deal with -- you would have to consi der

t hi ngs such as efficiency. Well, ny mnd s going
bl ank.

Q. We can cone back to that, if you like.

>

Yeah. Yeah.
Q Okay. We'll conme back to that.
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A. Ckay.

Q Are you famliar with three advisory
opi nions issued by the Review Commttee deal ing
with attendance at |egislative sessions,
| egi sl ati ve caucus neetings, and political
gat herings?

A. In all mnmy reading of the judicial --
t he code of conduct | knowit's very strict.

Unl ess everyone as a whole is invited to such
events | don't think you're allowed to show up
I ndi vi dual | y.

Q Okay. These -- I'mreferring to the
three opinions fromthis particular Conmttee was
on the flash drive and on the website saying that
candi dates shouldn't attend functions and political
gat heri ngs.

A. Yes. That's exactly -- that's the
statenment that | just nmade, referring to.

Q Okay.

A. That's what | was referring to.

Q Okay. And have you attended any
| egi sl ative receptions or |egislative caucus
meetings since submtting your application?

A No. | have not.

Q And have you attended any politica

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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gat herings since submtting your application?

A No. | have not.

Q Pl ease explain the general rule
regardi ng ex parte communication as it relates to

t he Public Service Comm ssion.

A | answered that on the quiz. If I
remenber, ex parte is a -- it's a third-party
communi cation. |It's sonmewhat outside of the
mai nf rame.

Q Let's try this. Let me -- let ne try

rephrasing the question a little bit.

A. Okay.

Q "' mgoing to give you an exanpl e.
Let's assune that you are serving on the Commi ssion
and you are approached by soneone wanting to
di scuss a matter that is or may becone an issue in
a proceeding. How would you handl e that?

A. Ask me that one nore tine, please.

Q Okay. You -- we're assuni ng that

you're on the Conm ssion.

A Uh- huh.

Q You' ve been el ected as a conmi ssioner.
A Uh- huh.

Q Sonmeone wants to talk to you about a

matter that either is currently before the
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Comm ssi on or could be before the Conm ssion.
What woul d you do if sonmeone approached you wanti ng
to tal k about those kinds of matters?

A. | would have soneone else with ne to
hear the whole matter the subject. | wouldn't have
a one-on-one with that individual.

Q Okay. Are you aware that comm ssioners
are subject to the judicial code of conduct as well
as state ethics | aws?

A. Yes, | am

Q And can you describe the five canons in
t he Code of Judicial Conduct?

A. Uh- huh. You want to stay away from
inpartiality. You want to avoid any kind of
seniority or any kind of atnosphere that woul d
appear to be seen as inpropriety. ©h, go ahead.

Q Ckay. What do you consider to be
appropriate use of social nmedia pursuant to the
judicial canons?

A. Ask nme that again.

Q If you were elected to the Comm ssion
and you were serving as a comm ssioner what would
be the appropriate use of social nedia?

A Newspaper, Twitter. If |I'm

under st andi ng your question correctly, social nedia
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based off ny son whom |' m not nuch into soci al
medi a. Facebook, Twitter. When you say
appropriate I'mjust assum ng that that's the
proper | anguage or --

Q | s that sonething that you woul d use as

a comm ssi oner?

A. Oh, no. | wouldn't. No. |I'm sorry.
No, ma'am COkay. Thank you. No. No. | would
not .

Q Ckay.

A. No. | would not.

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmrediate

famly enployed by a utility regulated by the PSC
either currently or within the past two years?

A. Yes. My wife is enployed with Dom ni on
Energy. She is an account manager and that has
been brought to ny attention. However, we feel
that she's in -- she is just an account manager
who manages accounts.

She's not a decision maker. She's not
at a level to be a decision nmaker. So there's no
ki nd of way that she could benefit if |I'mever on
the board for a decision for ne to make that coul d
I n some kind of way be advant ageous.

Q | just want to clarify for the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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record -- and you nentioned you and |I have talked
about this. And would you or would not -- would

you not view this as a potential conflict of
Interest if you served on the Conm ssion?

A. | personally don't because | know ny
wi fe and her and our relationship in the sense of
integrity. However, if the board sees sonething
that | don't foresee and they foresee it as a
problemand | was elected or had the opportunity to
be el ected and that was -- that was the drawback ny
wife told ne that she would retire.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmmediate
fam |y have stock or other financial interest
that is directly controlled by you or your famly
menber of a utility regqulated by the Public Service
Comm ssi on?

A. No.

Q Do you or a nenber of your imrediate
famly have stock or other financial interest that
is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a renewabl e energy conpany that appears before
the Public Service Conmmi ssion?

A. No, m' am

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmedi ate

famly an officer, director, or otherw se involved

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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I n the managenent of any business or enterprise?
A No, ma' am
Q From which entities did you or a
famly nmenber -- I'msorry -- or a nenber of your
I mmedi ate famly receive incone within the previous
year ?
This would not include things |ike your
| RA, deferred conpensation funds, disability,
mut ual funds, funds received froma financi al
Institution in the ordinary course of business
agai nst your retirenment?
A. If | understand the question correctly
| haven't received any funds outside the --
Q Okay. So -- but your wife is currently
enpl oyed by Dom nion, correct?
A Uh- huh.
Q Ckay. And you would al so be receiving
a salary fromyour currently enpl oyer?
A. Ch, of course. |I'msorry.
Q Ckay.
A Yes. O course.
Q Yes. Pl ease, if you don't understand
sonet hing --
A Yeah. | am --
Q -- I'"Il try to -- because | know this
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Is a |lot of words.
A Well, if | can interject sonething, ny
son is currently enrolled in the -- across the
canpus there. |'m supposed to be hel ping himand

| ve been going back and forth with thoughts of
what he's doing over there and what |'mfaced with
her e.
But | assune that you wasn't referring

to our main base inconme of work. So that's why
| said --

Q Okay. Yes. Please let ne know if |
need to clarify anything.

A. Yes.

Q |f elected would there be any potenti al
conflicts of interest, financial or otherw se?

A. | f | understand that correctly | don't
know how there could be a financial conflict.

Q Okay. And what would you do if a
conflict arose?

A. | guess I'mtrying to think of
sonething. How could it be a financial conflict
if I"melected and what --

Q Well, let's just assune sonething that
pops up in the future that doesn't even exi st

today. You're serving on the Comm ssion and
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there's something that comes up that could be a
conflict. How would you handl e that then?

A. So if I"'melected and I'm on the
Comm ssion and a financial conflict arises how
woul d | handle it?

Q. Yes, sir. Well, you know what? It
could be -- let's step outside of the financial.
It could be any kind of conflict. Any kind of
conflict of interest.

A. Oh, a conflict of interest?

Q. Yes, sSir.

A. Oh, I"'msorry, m' am ' m sorry.
Integrity would al ways be my driving notive.
Integrity would always lead me in ny decision as
far as any type of foreseeable conflict. | would
have to -- | would have to allow ny norals and ny
Integrity to be nmy gui de.

Q. Okay. Are you affiliated with any
political parties, boards, or comm ssions that
woul d need to be reevaluated if you were nom nated
and el ected?

A. No, |'m not.

Q. Do you belong to any organi zati on t hat
di scrim nates based on any race, religion, or

gender ?
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A. No, |I'm not.

Q What is the appropriate deneanor for a
conmi ssi oner ?

A. | f 1I'munderstanding that right,
honesty and forthright.

Q How shoul d they act?

A Huh?

Q How shoul d they act in the treatnent of

peopl e?

A The Gol den Rule. Do unto others the
way you woul d have them do unto you is what | would
apply.

Q Woul d that apply only while on the
bench or apply all the tinme?

A Al the tine.

Q And if elected to serve as a
conm ssi oner how woul d you envi sion your work
schedul e?

A. If it makes any sense if |I'm
under standing that fromny perspective | would say

with enthusi asm because |' m doi ng sonet hi ng that

| want to do if that nmkes sense considering --
well, if you're trying to get nme to cone up wth,
oh, it would be hectic and it would really throw nme
off, well, when |I'm doing what | want to do despite
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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the hours there's an enjoynent to it. There's a
benefit to it.

Q And with the expectation that this is a
full-tinme position, correct?

A Yes. Yes, m' am

MS. ANDERSON: Okay. All right. And,
M. Chair, there were a fewitens to discuss in
executive session of a personal and confidenti al
nat ur e.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: By previous action
of this Committee with each candi date that we are
screening we will go into executive session. So
we'll go into that part of the screening process at
this tine.

(OfFf-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We're back
after executive section. No action was taken
I n executive section and we will continue with
Ms. Anderson, questions for M. Ware.

BY MS. ANDERSON

Q M. Ware, what is the purpose of
utility regul ati on?

A The purpose of the utility
regul ation --

Q Yes.
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A. -- is toreqgqulate the public utilities
and the transportati on conpani es.
Q What is a universal service progranf?
A | think the universal service program

I's where our hearing inpaired and speech inpaired
are -- no.

Q How about - -

A. That's where everyone is on the sanme --
everyone shoul d have access to the sane
communi cati ons services, internet. Such as that.

Q Okay. And what is the dual party
relay?

A That's the -- that's the one where
speech inpaired or hearing inpaired through the
t el ephones -- have an access through the tel ephone
systemto be able to comuni cat e.

Q Ckay. M. Ware, I'mgoing to ask you a
few questi ons about some matters that showed up in
the SLED report.

A. Ckay.

Q Bet ween 2009 and 2011 there were a
coupl e of cases with Chase Honme Finance and you.
Can you pl ease describe the circunstances.

A. Yes, ma'am | think those were during

the tinmes that | was unenpl oyed. W was having
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sone financial problens or whatever and so that
I nconsi stency is pretty nmuch all due to ne. |It's
just lack of paynents at that tine.

Q Ckay.

A. It was sone hardship | was
encount eri ng.

Q There was al so one in 2011 with South
Carolina Federal Credit Union and FIA Card Services
al so in 2011.

A. That may -- that's sonmething that's
very simlar to the same thing. Those are sone of
my downfalls that ny wife stepped in and bailed ne
out of.

Q Okay. And then there was al so anot her
| awsui t, Charl eston Honme Rental, back in 2016.

A. Are those the sane people? Are those
t he sanme people with the --

Q No, sir. Well, this is -- this is
separate fromthe Chase back in 2011. This was
Charl eston County and it was a rule to vacate.

This was back in the mddle or latter part of 2016.

A. OCh, okay. That's not the apartnment
I nci dent ?

Q It indicates that the case was settl ed.

Do you want to take a | ook?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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A. No. No. No. No. I|I'msorry. I|I'm
sorry.
Q That's okay.
A. Does it have an address on it as far
as the location?
Q It has for this record 4551 Great QGak

Drive, North Charl eston.

A Yes. Yes. That's the one. That's the
one where they're saying that when we were vacating
we took the pictures that we had cl eaned out the
house and all this and that and did all that. Then
they were saying they showed up at the house and it
was all messy and dirty.

Well, if you're going to call the
tenant and they're going to cone to know t hat
you're vacating how could you be waiting on them
and leaving it -- that's what | was getting at.
None of it never nmade any -- never made any sense
to us with their claim That's why | was sayi ng
t hey have to be having us m xed up wi th anot her
rental apartnent in that -- in that conpl ex because
it doesn't nmke any sense.

Q Okay. And then there were two liens in
2011, one for 2008 and one for 2009 taxes.

A. Yeah. | renenber you bringing that up
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and there's another one that doesn't make any sense
because Chase Mortgage | always took the taxes out
of the nortgage paynents. So | don't know how -- |
don't know what's going on there.

Q Ckay.

A |'"'mvery baffled with that one.

Q Okay. M. Ware, have you made any
contributions to nenbers of the General Assenbly
since filing of your application?

A. No, | have not.

Q Have you sought or received a pl edge of
any |legislator prior to today?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi tional pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact nenbers of the General Assenbly on your
behal f before the final informal screening report
has been rel eased?

A. No, | have not.

Q Are you aware of any friends or
col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General

Assenbly on your behal f?
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A. No, | am not.

Q Are you famliar with the 48-hour rule
whi ch prohibits a candidate from seeki ng pl edges
for 48 hours after the report has been submtted to

the General Assenbly?

A Yes. | amaware of it.

Q And do you plan to serve a full termif
el ected?

A. Yes, | am

MS. ANDERSON: Thank you, M. Wire.
M. Chairman, that's all the questions |I have.
For the record, M. Ware's test score is 21.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you,
Ms. Anderson. Any comments or any questions
fromthe Commttee nmenbers? | wll recognize
Chai rman Sandi fer.
REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Thank you,
M . Chai r man.
EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:
Q | want to direct your attention --
first of all, thanks for your mlitary service.
A Thank you, sir.
Q | appreciate it and | know that

there are sone other veterans up here and we all

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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appreciate the service to our great country.

Ex parte. WIIl you explain to nme your
i nterpretation of the termex parte conmunicati on.

A Initially when she had just asked ne

that | was thinking the only thing that canme to
mnd -- and | renenber answering that obviously for
the test because | was nore prepared and | haven't
t hought about it since then.

| have the recollection of it being an

outside -- fromtwo different parties. So it's an
outside influence or outside -- or third party --
vaguely | -- maybe |I'm kind of choking on it right

now, but for sone reason --

Q Al right. Let ne ask you a particul ar
question about it and you tell nme. |If you were
a comm ssioner --

A. Uh- huh.

Q -- would an ex parte communi cation be a
conversation with sonmeone who is affiliated or

I nvol ved in a particular case?

A | would consider it a nonaffiliation,
Q So that would not be ex parte?

A That woul d be ex parte.

Q Okay. What if it was a conmuni cation

of you and your wife just sitting over dinner at

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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ni ght and you're telling her about the case that
you' ve heard that day? Is that ex parte?

A Telling her or asking her opinion or --

Q No. Talking with her about it. Just
chatting. | nean, we're just having a good tine.
We're having dinner. W nmay have a gl ass of w ne.
We may do anyt hi ng.

A. Ckay. That could be just --

Q But you know, just having a chat about
It, Is that ex parte?

A. That could be ex parte.

Q s it or could it be?

A It could be.

Q Ckay.

A. Am | being partial? You said would it

or could it be? That's the --
Q | said, is it or could it be?
A Yes, sir. I'lIl say it is.

Q Okay. Al right. d ancing

through -- I"'msorry. | had to | eave y'all before
for a fewmnutes. | had something |I had to take
care of.

One of the things that | see and
that you've done is taught circuitry dealing with

solid-state devices, integrating circuits, all of

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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t hose things.

A Yes, sir.

Q Ckay. How does that prepare you to be
a comm ssioner on the Public Service Conmm ssion?

A. Ch, | finally feel confortable.
Wth the way that technology is going as far as
in generation referring back to clean energy, the
technol ogy required to produce clean energy, the
cost effectiveness of this technol ogy which has
been t he biggest question from going over into this
area fromtraditional coal, et cetera is that it
was bul ky el ectronics.

It required a |large size to produce
green energy. Now with the advent of sem conduct or
devi ces, mastering the sem conductor devices that
are alnost the size of the tip of ny finger, clean
energy and power can al nost be generated as cheap
as coal now because of these devices.

Getting into the circuits and their
I nner working in the sem conductor field, the
field-effect transistors, the integrated field-
effect transistors, the bipolar transistors, all
t hese devices and the switching devices is what's
making it possible for us to switch over fromlet's

say coal, other power-producing devices, into clean

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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energy that's able to do this switching w thout the
burni ng of such fuel, the polluting of the air, the
reproduci ng of our power and shaping it into usable
t hr ee- phase power.

It's what's making it very conpetitive
and allowing us here in the US to eventually catch
up with Europe in the sense of --

Q M. Ware, | understand what you're
saying. |'msaying, how would that affect --
t hat know edge affect your decisions regarding
applications that conme before the Conm ssion for
rate increases, decreases, and all of these
t hings? How woul d your know edge of those m nute
devi ces affect your decision-nmaking capability?
A. | understand and it's very -- it's a
very good question. That know edge if on the
board -- if ideals or if topics arose to the
Comm ssion for things in the future | feel ny
background will enable ne to do research on these
topics as well as being able to present them before
t he Comm ssion based off my teaching ability for
things that the Comm ssion will be faced with in
the future as far as this growmth and change in
t echnol ogy.

Q Okay. And one of the statenents that

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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you made early on in your presentation today is
t hat the PSC woul d have a background of protection.

WIIl you explain that term nology for ne.

A. Ch, no. You nust have m sunderstood
that. |'msaying nmy background in the utility
i ndustry was mainly into -- was in protection.

Q Protection of what?

A. Protection of the utility system
whet her it be generator, transm ssion |ines,
transforners, or a termthat you may -- may be nore
famliar with is | was a relay engineer for many
years.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Ckay. |'ve
got it.

MR. WARE: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:  Al'l right.
That's it. Thank you very nuch. M. Chairnman.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: O her questions?

EXAM NATI ON

BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:

Q Could you just briefly tell me -- it
says that you work with -- is that right --
Charl eston Electric Training Alliance?

A Yes, sir.

Q Just briefly, what is that training

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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alliance?

A. | BEW whi ch you see that synbol
everywhere, IBEWw th the |ightning bolt going
through it. It's always associated in |like every
city where there's a union at with a | ocal nunber,
776-846, which is that -- that chapter's nunber.

CETA, Charleston Electrical Training
Al liance, we are outsourced by IBEWto do their
training for their electricians. |It's a four-year
program Once they go through the four-year
programthey cone out as journeynen. So CETA is
outsourced fromIBEWto do their training for their
el ectricians, for the electricians that are in the
Uni on of | BEW

Q So if you were elected to the
Comm ssion and that's a full-tinme job would you
term nate anything else that you were doing from an
enpl oynent standpoi nt?

A. | f needed to I would, but if it was
possible | could still teach a class or two and it
didn't interfere. But | would consider this
obvi ously priority.

But | can't just say for sure | would
automatically just quit if | was able to continue

to -- unless there was a foreseen conflict that |I'm

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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not aware of, nme still teaching a class or two
t hrough CETA that |'m not aware of.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Any ot her
guestions?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: If not, M. Ware,
we appreciate your willingness to serve and being
here with us this afternoon and bei ng responsi ve.
We t hank you for your tine.

MR. WARE: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Good afternoon.
Again, we're continuing our screening for the
Public Service Conm ssion Seat 1. Now before us
is Carolyn 'Carolee’ WIllianms. | appreciate you
bei ng here with us this afternoon.

MS. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: |'mgoing to
acknow edge the court reporter and ask that she
swear you in for the screening this afternoon.

CAROLYN LEONE W LLI AVS
being first duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Thank you. Then |
w Il recognize M. Davidson.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Good afternoon, Ms. WIIli ans. Ms. WIIlianms ear ned

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Wake
Forest University in 1979.

She al so earned a Masters degree in
Urban and Environnmental Planning fromthe
University of Virginia in '82. M. WIIlians nost
recently served as Lowcountry Field Director and
Land and Water Program Director for the
Conservation Voters of South Carolina from 2017
to 2019 where she led | and and water protection
advocacy for the group.

Prior to this Ms. WIlIlians served as
a project manager for the Department of Planning,
Preservation and Sustainability for the City of
Charl eston from 1992 to 2017 where she represented
among other things the City of Charleston on the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Managenent's Renewabl e
Energy Task Force and on its Resilience
Initiatives.

Ms. WIlianms was responsible for
t he managenent of Charleston's G een Business
Chal | enge. Lastly, she directed the planning for
the city's Downtown Plan and represented the city
in the creation of the Community Pier Plan. From
86 to '92 Ms. WIIlians served as pl anning

adm ni strator for the Departnment of Planning and
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Ur ban Devel opnent for the City of Charl eston.

From'89 to '92 Ms. WIIliams served as
an instructor in urban planning for the Coll ege of
Charleston. From'85 to '86 Ms. WIllians served
as a planner for the City Planning Departnent for
the City of Cincinnati, Chio. From 1982 to 1985
Ms. WIlianms served as a planner for the Departnment
of Pl anning and Urban Devel opnent for the City of
Char | est on.

Ms. WIlianms, do you have any changes
that you would Iike to make to the personal data
guestionnaire you submtted with your application?

MS. WLLIAMS: Potentially | do.
was rereading it this norning and | indicated ny
youngest son's job. That changed as of | ast
Friday. Does that -- would that need to be
adjusted? It is still with Departnent of Natural
Resources. He's a |l aw enforcenent officer.

MR. DAVIDSON: |s he a nenber -- does
he live with you?

M5. WLLIAMS: No, he does not.

MR. DAVI DSON: Okay. We'll let the
record reflect that for you now Normally a nenber
of the immediate famly are those within your

resi dence.
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M5. WLLIAMS: Right. Right.
MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you. No other --
MS. WLLIAMS: No.
MR. DAVIDSON:. -- anmendnents, correct?
M5. WLLIAMS: That's correct.
MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you. M.

Chai rman, | would request that Ms. WIIlians'

personal data questionnaire be entered into the
record with any confidential information being
redact ed.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: So ordered.

(EXHIBIT 6, Personal Data Questionnaire
of Ms. Carolyn Leone 'Carolee' WIIlianms, was marked
for identification.)

MR. DAVI DSON:. As a part of our
background i nvestigation of the candi date we
obtained a credit check, driver's license, and
SLED check. Any questions of a confidential or
personal nature will be taken up in executive
sessi on.

Before we get begin the questioning,

Ms. WIlians, do you have a brief statenent that
you would |ike to make?
M5. WLLIAMS: | do. Thank you very
much. |t is an honor to be before you today. Over
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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the past -- fromny applications and foll ow ng your
deci sions and the Public Service Conm ssion's
deci sions ny respect for the opportunities and the
chal | enges have mat ured.

| cone before you today, having been
found qualified in two previous reviews. | know
that I'"'mnore qualified for the job than ever
bef ore, but the point of saying that is to say that
|'"ve I earned nore and | al so know how nuch | don't
know.

| have a deeper understandi ng of just
how much there is to learn and | assure you |I'm
ready for that challenge and will dedicate nyself
to that learning. As you can inmagine, | had to
give ny desire to be a candidate for the Public
Servi ce Conmm ssion deep and serious thought before
running again. | want to share nmy rationale wth
you because it gives you sone insight into ny
phi | osophy and ny heart and ny hopes for the Public
Service Conm ssion and nmy potential role on it.

When | applied to becone a candi date
in 2013 and 2016 | did so primarily as a
prof essi onal opportunity, one that seenmed |like a
nat ural extension of ny worlds of energy and water

efficiency and ny work in renewable energy with the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020

State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 176

City of Charleston. [In 2020 our State's Public
Servi ce Conmm ssion has, as you know, a greater
breadt h of chall enges and opportunities before it.

This time it's still a professiona
opportunity, but it's also -- there's an el enent of
a noral calling that brings nme here today. |
of fered nyself as a candi date who prom ses to be
I npartial and fair, who will be entirely dedicated
to the subject matter, and to consider the needs of
t he consum ng public as well as the potenti al
utility providers. Al potential ones.

Further, | see great opportunities to
support resilience of South Carolina fromboth a
busi ness and a citizenry perspective. For our
state we need individuals to serve who will commt
thenselves to learning the subject matter with zest
and vigor. In ny 30 plus years of a public servant
created vast opportunities for ne to have a
diversity of work to which | had to -- was tasked.
| had to learn a great amount and was able to excel
init.

And so | give you a quick rendition
of ny work experience as evidence of ny past
wi | lingness to acconplish new work with in-depth

analysis and a commtnment to excellence. M point
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I n picking these exanples is that these are just --
each step there was new information to be | earned
and new skills to be acquired just as there would
be if | was selected as a public service
comm ssi oner.

| began as a pl anner annexing
properties into the City of Charleston -- this wl
be brief -- and coordinated with local utilities on
extensi on of energy, and water, and sewer services.

Later | had a | eadership role where |
led the city's | ong-rage planning overseeing growh
managenent and | ooking at a wi de variety of plans
that included infrastructure extension. Mbst
recently | nmanaged projects working with citizens,
donors, and contractors on protects as diverse as
the Maritinme Center, the Lowcountry Senior Center,
and the International African Anmerican Miseum

Later in my career | oversaw the
creation of a business program designed to support
and encourage small and | arge businesses alike to
be good stewards of energy, and water, and nore.
Bl ackbaud, Boei ng, SCE&G, Century Al um num
Charl eston County, Aviation Authority, Charleston
Water System were all participants in this process

as well as a host of snmll er businesses.
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They all focused on saving resources
and noney for their bottomlines. Mst recently |
hel ped to organi ze and execute an event that
exposed interested parties to the benefits of
driving electric.

Wth each change of the
responsibilities there was a major shift requiring
managi ng growt h or being able to tal k about
controlling dioxins or being able to coordinate
federal and state funding requests as exanpl es.

Should I be deemed to be qualified and
selected to serve as a Public Service Comm ssioner
| pledge to show that same devotion to mastering
new subject matter required to successfully serve
on the Public Service Comm ssi on. Al so, our state
needs i ndividuals who can | ook at both the short
and the long terminplications. That's exactly
what a planner is trained to do on the behal f of
the entire comunity that they focus on.

Personally and at nmy core | cherish
the qualities of fairness and trust. | relish
delving into new informati on and pursuing new
under st andi ngs.

Honestly | have m ssed the role of

being a public servant over the past couple of
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years. | would wel conme the opportunity to serve
again with integrity, and commtnment, and zeal for
I ntell ectual understanding as well as pragmatic
sol uti ons.

You all know my work history. | know
my mnd and ny heart. | have a planner's mnd and
a respected and honorable civil servant's heart.

| constantly | ook for the greater and
| ong-term good. | hone ny skills to listen and
garner facts and nmake the best deci sion possible,
deci sions that must not just be for today but for
tonorrow and tonorrow s tonorrow. | welcome this
di scussion with you all and thank you for the
opportunity.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. DAVI DSON:
Q Thank you, Ms. WIllianms. Could you
pl ease state your nane and hone address.
A Carolyn Leone WIlliams, 7 Beverly Road,
Char | est on 29407.

Q Are you a registered voter?

A | am

Q Whi ch congressional district?

A Congressional District 1.

Q Have you attended any hearings of the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Publ i c Service Conm ssion?
A. | have.
Q Have you read any Conm ssion deci sions?
A. | have.
Q How coul d you expect to get up to speed

on the issues confronting the Conm ssion?

A. | would do a lot of reading, a | ot of
readi ng of past decisions, a lot of reading and
rereadi ng of the | aw.

| understand that the National
Associ ation of Regulatory Uility Conm ssioners is
a great way to begin to get up to speed and | would
find trusted col |l eagues on the Comm ssion to |earn
from | learn a lot by bouncing ideas and hearing
ot her ideas and -- and organi zing ny thoughts in a
written manner as well.

Q What rol e does the Public Service

Comm ssion serve in regards to the regul ation

utilities?

A The Public Service Commi ssion is
responsi ble for rate cases and | ooking -- and nore
but | ooking particularly at the -- being a fair

bal ance between the public utilities and the
consum ng public.

Beyond rate-making there is | ooking at

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 181

I ntegrative resource plans. There's sonme el enent

that relates to siting as well.

Q Do comm ssioners have any role as an
advocat e?
A. No.

Q What are the key factors that a
comm ssi oner should consider in a rate case?

A. At its sinplest forma rate is based
on operating cost which you need to ook at froma
prudent perspective, what's gone into that
operating cost and the choices that the utility has
made there. Then there are the capital costs and
there's a prudency factor there in terns of those
decisions. Then there is a return on investnment
that the utilities are -- are earned as a part of
that investnent. So striking a balance there also
bet ween that factor and the rates that consuners
pay is the role of the Conmm ssion.

Q Are you famliar with the three
advi sory opinions issued by the Review Conmttee
dealing with attendance at |egislative receptions,
| egi sl ati ve caucus neetings, and political

gat herings?

A. Yes, yes, and yes.
Q Have you attended any | egislative
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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receptions or |egislative caucus neetings since
subm tting your application?
A. | have not. | have attended del egation
meeti ngs, county del egati on neetings.
Q Have you attended any politica
gat herings since your submtting your application?
A. The one exception to that is that |
serve on a nei ghborhood board. The city of
Charl eston has nonpartisan el ections and our
nei ghbor hood board held a council district forum
where no one endorsed a candi date.

It was an opportunity to cone and | earn

what the two candidates for city council -- again
nonpartisan -- what their perspectives were.
Q Coul d you pl ease explain the general

rul e regardi ng ex parte communications as it
relates to the Public Service Comm ssion.

A. Comm ssi oners should not participate
I n any ex parte communication that relates to
subject matter that is before the Public Service
Commi ssion in cases.

There is an opportunity certainly to

have al | owabl e ex parte communication and there's
application process through which that can happen.

Q Assunme you are serving on the
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Conmm ssi on and you are approached by soneone
wanting to discuss a matter that is or may becone
an issue in a proceeding. How would you handl e

t hat situation?

A. As qui ckly and as delicately but as
clearly as possible | would indicate that we needed
to stop that conversation.

| would ask themto consider the
alternatives in terns of presenting that materi al
and direct themto the office of regulatory
services staff who could talk with them

Q Are you aware that conmm ssioners are
subject to the judicial code of conduct as well as
state ethics | aw?

A. Yes, | am

Q Coul d you briefly describe the five
canons in the Code of Judicial Conduct.

A. | think of themas all about integrity.
Soinnmnm mnd -- and this tells you a little bit
about how | organize things -- there's public
integrity. That really has to do with ensuring
that nothing that you do is inproper and that
there's not even an appearance of inpropriety and
hol ding -- w thhol ding the i ndependence of the

judiciary.
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And then there's professional integrity
and that really has to do with working in such a
manner that you don't -- there's not a conflict
of interest, that you're fair and inpartial.
There's -- I'malways afraid | wll
forget one, but -- so there's also kind of the
political integrity and fundraising and that'l|
really not being involved in any partisan or
political matters and not fundraising unless it's
w th ot her judges.

And |'ve |l eft one of them out and --

personal. Personal, | think. And that's really
about again avoiding conflict of interest, living
your life in such a manner that you are not -- that

you're not bringing any questions to the process.
If you want nme to go into nore detail on any of
t hese --

Q | think that's sufficient.

A. Okay. Good.

Q Thank you. Wuld you -- what would you
consider to be the appropriate use of social nedia
pursuant to those judicial canons?

A. Not maki ng any statenents about cases
or about politics and really, really limting your

I nvol vement. | have considered renoving nyself
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except maybe for famly because it does seemto
me there's a slippery slope that when you read
sonet hi ng that perhaps you shouldn't read or it
causes a reaction it's maybe best to just stop and

not expose yourself to that.

So that's -- that's a consideration
that I"'mw lling to nake.
Q Are you or a nenber of your iInmedi ate

famly enployed by a utility regulated by the
Public Service Conm ssion either now or within
the past two years?

A. No.

Q Do you or a nenber of your inmediate
fam |y stock or other financial interests that is
directly controlled by you or your famly nenber of
a utility regulated by the Comm ssion?

A We do not.

Q Do you or a nenber of your imrediate
famly have stock or other financial interest that
is directly controlled by you or your famly nenber
of a renewabl e energy conpany that appears before
t he Comm ssion?

A No, we do not.

Q Are you or a nenber of your inmmedi ate

famly an officer, or director, or involved in the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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managenment of any busi ness enterprise?

A Yes.

Q Coul d you please identify the business,
Its purpose, and your famly nmenber's role.

A. Sure. M husband is the President of
Osprey Construction. They build hones on Ki awah

and Seabrook Islands. What nore would you |ike

to --
Q | think that's sufficient. Thank you.
A Ckay.
Q This next question is a little bit

l ong; so if you need ne to clarify please let ne
know.

A. Thank you.

Q The question is, what entities did
you or a nenber of your immediate famly receive
I ncome within the previous year?

Now, this does not include IRA or
deferred conpensation funds, disability, nutual
funds, pensions, retirenent, or funds received from
your financial institutions in the ordinary course
of business.

A OCkay. M husband received a sal ary
from Osprey Construction. | was an enpl oyee of

Conservation Voters of South Carolina through

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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August of this year and then | amretired fromthe
state. So | have the PEBA retirenent account as
wel | .

Q |f elected would there be any potenti al
conflicts of interest, financial or otherw se?

A | do not believe so. The only el enent
in my application that |I included is that nmy son
wor ks as a governnent affairs director for the
Home Bui | ders.

The Honme Buil ders has had one case
before the Public Service Comm ssion. It is a

choice that they made to be a party in that they

wi Il nmake a choice not to be a party on future
cases. |It's not a primary focus on their part.
Q | understand. And the Conservation

Voters, if they were a party?
A. | woul d not have any conflict of
interest. | would -- | would certainly think
they -- they are not a party. |If they were then |
think that would be something I would need to talk
to the chairperson about, but personally I do not
feel that | have an inherent conflict of interest.
Q | understand. And a good segway would
be, what would you do if a conflict of interest

arose?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. Scrutinize within nyself first and
really understand what the dilemm and the dynam cs
are. 1'd let the Chair of the Conmm ssion know.

| have also seen -- if we decided
that it could nove forward | think that there are
opportunities of the Comm ssion to either identify
the potential conflict of interest and then to ask
I f any of the parties have any concerns with ny
staying on the case --

Q. You - -

A. -- but certainly recusing if it could
be conpli cat ed.

Q Are you affiliated with any political
parties, boards, or conmm ssions that would need to
be reevaluated if you were nom nated and el ected?

A. | am not.

Q Do you belong to any organi zation that
di scri m nates based on race, religion, or gender?

A. | do not.

Q What is the appropriate deneanor for a
Comm ssi oner ?

A. Fair, even-tenpered, thoughtful, very
aware of each participant in a case.

Q Does that apply only while you are on
the bench or 24/77?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A 24/ 7.
Q |f elected to serve as a conm ssi oner
how do you envi sion your work schedul e?
A | would imagine that I would -- and

' ve al ways seen ny public work as being sonething
that was full-tinme and -- and perhaps beyond
full -time, making sure that the work got done.
It's really hard at this seat to be

able to say what that would require, but I'm
certainly willing to give it that.

Q Coul d you briefly describe the term
di stri buted energy resources.

A. That has to do with energy
opportunities that are coming froma variety of
| ocations. Often that m ght be renewabl e energy as
conpared to, you know, a gas plant or a coal-fired
pl ant or a nucl ear power plant that is, you know,
I sol ated and in one | ocation.

Q Coul d you briefly describe the term
basic facilities charge.

A "Il be honest. | would be guessing.
| m ght have a good guess, but | -- | nean, you
know, | think that has to do with kind of the
fundanental cost of -- I'm-- kind of at capital

cost, but I'm guessing.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Q Ckay. Thank you. |Is it appropriate

for a conm ssioner to express a personal opinion on

an issue that -- in the utility industry?
A. No, and |'m thinking about that because
that is -- you know, whether that would be on the

bench or off the bench the answer woul d be no.

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you. At this
time, M. Chairman, |'d ask that we go into
executive session.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. Pursuant to
our previous vote with each candidate we'll go into
executive session.

(OFf-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. W are back
I n open session. No action was taken in executive
session and I'll return --

MR. DAVI DSON: Thank you, M. Chairmn.
BY MR. DAVI DSON:

Q Ms. WIlianms, as you know, we do a
DW records check. The search report reported --
reveal ed an incident report with an individual
with a name simlar to yours.

You have had an opportunity to
review this. Can you confirmon the record

that individual is not you?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A That individual is not ne. Her mddle
initial is A and it's also not ne.

Q Thank you. Also, we do a review of
the public index which revealed 14 | awsuits that
I ncl uded a nanmed party with a name simlar or the
same as yours.

Again, Ms. WIlianms, you've had an
opportunity to review those and indicated to ne
t hat none of those individuals are you. Could you
confirmfor the record that that is, in fact, the
case.

A Again, | have not counted. So what |
will tell you is that everything that you all have
given me other than ny driving record is not ne.

Q Thank you. A few nore qui ck questions.
Have you made any contributions to nenbers of the
General Assenbly since filing your application?

A | have not.

Q Have you sought or received a pl edge of
any legislator prior to this date?

A | have not.

Q Have you sought or been offered a
condi ti onal pledge of support by any | egislator
pendi ng the outcone of your screening?

A. | have not.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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Q Have you asked any third parties to
contact nenbers of the General Assenbly on your
behal f before the final and formal screening report
has been rel eased?

A. | have as | nentioned gone to county
| egi sl ati ve del egation neetings. As a part of
doing that | did ask sonme |ong-term coll eagues to
reach out and to just |let CGeneral Assenbly nenbers
know that | was attending that |egislative
del egati on neeting, but there was no request for --
there was no discussion about a pledge. It was
purely about nmy qualifications.

Q Coul d you el aborate a little bit nore
about the request so that -- if | may to those
I ndividuals. If | recall correctly |I think you
said you asked themto | et nenbers of the General
Assenbly know that you would be attending those
nmeetings and --

A. The county del egati on neeti ng.

Q Did you reference your candi dacy or
anything to that effect or to contact them about

you running for the Public Service Conm ssion or

was it sinmply -- if you may, please el aborate.
A. | don't -- | don't know what was
communi cated to the nenbers. | just know that
A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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menbers were contacted to |l et them know that |
woul d be attending and at those county del egation
meet i ngs Conm ssi on candi dates and j udi ci al
candi dat es had been attending.
What we have done is just announced

who we are, where we're from what district we're
running in, and nmaybe dependi ng on the circunstance
| ess than a m nute about your candi dacy, what --
your qualifications.

Q Okay. And forgive ne for --

A. No.

Q -- continuing this sane |ine of
guestioni ng. Wen you asked friends, coll eagues,
et cetera to reach out to nenbers of the Genera
Assenbly when you phrased that did you nention as a

candi date or as a part of your candidacy did you

mention I'mrunning -- for exanple |'mrunning for
your public service comm ssion and will you | et
them know that 'l be there?

A. |"'mnot sure that | said that, but they

all know that |'mrunning.

Q Okay. Are you aware -- and you --
you answered that somewhat. So forgive ne. This
question is building upon the |ast one.

Are you aware of any friends or

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N NN P P PR R R R R R,
a A W N P O © 0O N O 00~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities

Page 194

col | eagues contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly on your behal f?

A. No, | nean, other than that
ci rcunst ance.

Q O her than what was previously
ment i oned?

A. Focused on the County del egation
meeti ngs.

Q Thank you. Are you famliar with the
48- hour rule which prohibits a candidate from
seeki ng pl edges for 48 hours after the report has
been submtted to the General Assenbly?

A. Yes, | am

Q Do you plan to serve a full term
If elected?

A. Yes. | do.

MR. DAVI DSON: M. Chairman, | note for
the record that Ms. WIllians scored a 72 on the
test and I have no further questions at this tine.
Thank you, Ms. WIIians.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Yes, sir. Thank
you, ma'am That will open this up to questions
from menbers of the Commttee. Representative
Mack.

REPRESENTATI VE MACK: M . Chairman,

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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t hank you.
EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE MACK:

Q Ms. WIllians, thank you for offering
to run. Wth your background -- and I, of course,
live in the Charleston area -- you' ve been very
i nvol ved, very inpressive in ternms of being
I nvolved in so many areas as relates to quality
of life issues and our environnent.

My question is, sort of going in
what are sort of your general thoughts about
where the PSC may be going in the next five to ten
years, the issues that it would have to deal wth
as it relates to energy, teleconmunications, water
t hose type issues? The world is changing. The
envi ronnment i s changing. Just your general
t houghts on that.

A. As | have listened to cases one of
things that strikes ne is that as technol ogy
expands what we can do and what we can charge for,
you know, we can -- | have read a | ot about tinme of
use cost.

| don't have a sense of where that
woul d go but it seens to ne there is an opportunity

to be nore and nore finite about the true cost of

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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different kinds of utilities because of digital
opportunities.

So that | hope would help us in a nore
finite way be able to define actual cost, in an
easi er way than we have been able to do in the
past. That's an exanple. You know, renewabl e
energy is a great business opportunity in this
state.

It is an opportunity that is making
a difference comercially, but it's also an
opportunity for our utility conpanies. They
have -- you know, they are beginning to be full
participants in that. So | think that's a change,
you know, fromthe specific sited power plants that
we've had in the past. So | think there will be a
| ot of change in that regard as well.

REPRESENTATI VE MACK: Thank you.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Chairman Sandi fer.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: Thank you,
M . Chairman.

EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER
Q Ms. WIliams, thank you for offering
again for this seat. You nust be a glutton for

puni shnent .

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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How does your experience in the various
j obs that you've had over the |ast nunber of years
prepare you for making the decisions that you would
need to make on the Conmm ssion?

A. The reason that | gave you the | ong
preanble is that | recognize that there's a | ot
that | -- nore that | have to learn and | really
commt nyself to that undertaking. But in addition
| think that a planner brings the consunmer interest
to the table in a way that m ght not naturally
occur in other potential comm ssioners.

A planner is sonebody who in every
nmeeting you're thinking about both the people who
are there and present and the people who can't be
t here because they have a small business or they
have nmultiple jobs. So | think that part of what |
bring is that kind of understandi ng and awar eness
and listening for those opportunities.

| have a deep respect for data. | cone
froma famly of mathematicians and think in a very
linear kind of way. | think that that |eads ne to
absorb the facts and then determ ne fromthat what
my decision wll be.

Q Ckay. And as you |l ook at these

responsibilities how do you view the responsibility

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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of a consuner advocate who now has a role in --

A. Ri ght .

Q -- the making of decisions at the
Conmm ssi on?

A. You know, these are all great questions
and obviously for sonebody that doesn't serve on
t he Comm ssion and without a consuner advocate in
pl ace now that's -- that's a tough question to
answer .

But, I nmean, | think it's fantastic
that there will be a consuner advocate and sonebody
who has that as their one job and | would -- in
terms of ny role, you know, | think that that may
be where | listen nore closely to what that person
I s saying and, you know, dig deeper, ask nore
questions, you know, and understand exactly where
they're comng from

Q And if | take your answer at face val ue
can you tell nme that you would be unbi ased?

A | would be. | have --

Q You just told ne that you're going
to listen nore carefully alnpbst to the consuner
advocate than to the proponents of --

A. No.

Q -- whatever m ght be going on?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. That's fair and | appreciate your
careful listening. | think |I neant that in terns

of the question that you had asked ne.
| have served as a foreperson of a

jury and fromthat experience | can tell you that
it's -- imagine data in and then evaluating and --
and maki ng a deci sion based on what is being heard.

Q And | think that that's a good --
good anal ogy because it's an inpartial position
and you're supposed approach it that way. | just
read that what you were saying was that you lean a
little bit the opposite way and there should be no
| eaning at all.

A. | agree and | appreciate your calling
me on that.

Q Okay. And we've tal ked a | ot about
energy issues. \What other issues m ght you be

t al ki ng about ?

A. Well, one of the cases that | |istened
towas -- | think it's frontier comuni cati ons and
the service -- the lack of service that happened

for a nunber of days, maybe 20 days.
It was -- the case | think had to do
with the Universal Service Fund and doll ars that

are allocated to that tel econmuni cations conpany

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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that serves as a carrier of |last resort. So, |
mean, there's one exanple. |'m happy to give
you - -

Q | mean, | understand commruni cations or

tel ecommuni cati ons and | understand energy of
various types. Well, what el se?

A. | mean, transportation carriers and
certificate of necessity in need.

Q Ckay. Taxis? Buses?

A. Much of that happens in the ORS.

Q | know.

A. Okay. But | do know that kind of
t he understandi ng of public need and necessity
is a--is athe role that the Public Service
Conmm ssi on pl ays.

Q Ckay.

A. | do -- | get the dockets. Again,
that's anot her exanple of where | see the
transportation carrier information is on the docket
and that certificate of public need and necessity
is there. | have not attended any of those cases.

Q And on the list of things that you have
a substantial background in one of the things you
said was water and wastewater.

A. Ri ght .

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Q Pl ease descri be how you gai ned t hat
experience, if you wll.

A. So that was with the City of Charleston
and the public Charleston Water System which |
understand is not regulated. But on the other
hand --

Q No. | wunder st and.

A. -- grinder punp stations and
capacity and, you know, sewage outfall and
drai nage, detention ponds are all part of what
we had to consider as the City of Charl eston was

grow ng and the annexing and understandi ng the

capacity and working closely with Charl eston Water
Systemto ensure that they could nmeet the needs as
annexati on and zoni ng occurred.

Q Ckay. And one of the statenents that
you made was fundraising with other judges.

A. Ri ght .

Q Tell me how that works.

A. | read in the judicial code of conduct
where that the only place where a judge can solicit
noney for funds -- for fundraising is from ot her
judges. | think it's a very tiny piece of the |aw,
but --

Q | don't -- I'"'mnot aware of it. [|'ll

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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tell you that right now.

A Ckay.

Q |'ve been doing this a little while and
| was unaware.

A. Ri ght .

Q Al right. One other thing. Wth --
you tal ked about --

A But --

Q Go ahead.

A. -- Representative Sandifer --

Q Pl ease.

A. -- that was a tiny exanple of -- no
fundraising is allowed. That was the one exanple

that | read in the |aw where it was all owed.
Q Ckay. And you tal ked about the HBA and
your son is here. | know himvery well. Being a

party to an issue before the comm ssion and the

Conservation Voters -- sanme thing -- how do you --

woul d you recuse yourself in the event that either
of those two bodies or those two organi zati ons were
a party to a case being heard by the Conmm ssion?

A. Absol utely. Absolutely.

Q But woul d you ask the Chairman if you
may recuse yourself or would you sinply say |

recuse nyself because of --

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc.
A Veritext Company
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A. | don't know in a pragmatic kind of way
how t hat works, but nmy inclination would be that
t hat would be a circunstance where | could recuse
nmysel f.

Q Ckay.

A What | was trying to say earlier

is that typically Conservation Voters is not a

party --

Q No. | wunder st and.

A. -- and really typically --

Q | got that --

A. Okay.

Q -- but I"'musing that only as the
exanple --

A. No. You're good.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: That's all
because Alex is so available to pick on and we have
to do that. M. Chairman, that's all | have right
now.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: O her questions by
menber s?

EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:
Q | was just going to clear up one -- |

want to go one place right quick or it may not be

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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quick along with -- | want to go back to this with
contacting. Help me understand. Last night you
and ot her nenbers as you poi nted out have been
goi ng to del egation neetings.

There was a Pickens del egation neeting
| ast night. | was not aware that any of y'all

woul d be there. How did you know about the

meeti ng?
A We knew t hat judicial candi dates were
goi ng and - -

Q How di d you know t hat ?

A. |"'mreflecting on --

Q Sure. Sure.

A. |'"'mreflecting on how | know that. You
know, | think it is because one of the candi dates
for Public Service Conmm ssion has friends wth

j udges and we knew that they were doing that.

Q Okay. So that's how you know knew
about the neeting and then y'all decided --

A. Right. W attended Horry County. W
attended Ri chl and, Lexington. | nmean, different
ones of us attended different ones but there were
about seven or eight that we've attended.

Q So under those situations you --
nobody -- you did not nake a request to attend

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376

A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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t he neeting?

A W did. We -- we reached out to the
del egati on representative in nost cases. Sonmeone
did or each of us did.

Q Ckay.

A | should speak for nyself. In sone
cases | did. In sone cases | did not. But in nost
cases | knew, you know, we could add ourselves to
t he agenda or that there would be an opportunity to
stand and present our qualifications.

Q Okay. Okay. And then getting back
to the -- where you -- how did you phrase that
as far as the -- you had fol ks who contacted
i ndividuals to -- to -- can you rephrase to ne
what you asked fol ks?

A. Sure. To just let -- to let delegation
menbers that they chose to reach out to know that |
woul d be attending that del egation neeting. In two
cases the Hone Buil ders attended the del egation
nmeeting and just kind of stood and said --

Q. So --

A. -- they were supporting that person and
a judicial candidate as well.

Q So why did you make the request?

A. | was not -- why did | make the

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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request? There's a sense when you run for Public
Servi ce Conmm ssion that you need to distinguish

yourself fromall of the other candidates that are

runni ng.

That was a way to begin to distinguish
nyself. | will be honest. Wen |I read the
transcript |ast week and when | read the -- from

early 2019 | saw that in a new |ight.
| had -- | knew not to ask for a pledge
of support, but what | did not realize was that
there was a question as to any third party reaching
out at this point.
REPRESENTATI VE: Ckay. Chai r man
Sandi f er.
EXAM NATI ON
BY REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER:
Q Ms. Wllianms, | want to follow up with
what the Chairman has been di scussing --
A Right. | understand.
Q |' ve got several questions about it.
Were any ot her PSC candi dates fromthe First
Congressional District there?
Did they ask to be there and was
anybody there standing up other than Honme Buil ders

sayi ng that they supported you?

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com
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A. The answer to the last question is no
and - -

Q Ckay. So it was only the Home
Bui | ders?

A. Yes. Yes --

Q Ckay.

A. -- and that was in two del egati ons'
meetings. | don't know who el se m ght have asked

or attended, but | have not seen anyone else from
the First Congressional District at the legislative
del egati on neeti ngs.

Q Okay. And which two |egislative

del egati on neetings did you attend?

A No. | attended -- no. Wat | was
sayi ng was that the Honme Buil ders attended the
Lexi ngton and the Ri chl and.

Q Ckay.

A. | attended six or seven of them

Q So Charl eston, Beaufort, Berkel ey,

Dor chester?

A. Nope.

Q Ckay.

A Horry, Pickens, Geenville,
Spartanburg, Ai ken, Anderson. |'m m ssing one.

Q Okay. Did anyone else at any of these

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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say that they supported you?

A. No.
Q Ckay.
A. | under st and.

Q This is kind of a slippery slope.

A | understand. | did not when | did it.
"1l tell you that, you know, in the past when
have run | have been working full time. | am not
now and it has given ne --

Q | know the difference.

A. It's given nme the opportunity and
"Il say on the one hand before | realized it was a
guestionable -- or nmaybe nore than that -- area --
it has been fascinating to get to know the state by
attendi ng the county del egation neetings. That's
sincere and if | have -- if | did overstep, you
know, | understand the consequences but | also did
it wthout any understanding of --

Q Vell --

A Like | said, | knew | could not ask for
a pledge, a future pledge, a hint at a pl edge.
was just presenting qualifications.

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: That's all
Thank you.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Senator from Horry.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR RANKI N:

Q Ms. WIlianms, thank you for being back
and ready, wlling, and able yet again to offer for
service. | want to comrend you for that.

A Thank you.

Q | want to ask you specifically first in
this line of this pledge prohibition and the rule
Is this, and I"'mjust -- |I'll hear it and then I"'l|
ask you a couple of questions: No candidate for or
person intending to become a candi date for PSC may
seek directly or indirectly a pledge of the nmenber
of the General Assenbly's vote or contact directly
or indirectly a nmenber of the General Assenbly
regardi ng the screening for the PS Conm ssion until
qualifications for that office have been determ ned
by PURC and, two, the Review Commttee has formally
released its report as to the qualification for al
candi dates for the office to the General Assenbly.

For the purpose of this section, quote,
indirectly seeking a pledge, end quote, neans the
candi date or soneone acting on behalf of and at the
request of a candi date requests a person to contact
a nmenber of the General Assenbly on behalf of the

candi date before nom nations are formally nade by

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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the Review Comm ttee.
My question to you: Do you think you
have vi ol ated that?

A. When | | ook at that single paragraph |
have to agree. It was not my understanding until |
read the transcripts from 2019 and went back and
reread this section.

Q So -- well, | appreciate that answer.
| didn't expect that answer --

A. | am - -

Q -- with this banter, but nonethel ess

"Il give you anot her chance not to change your

answer. But did you directly or indirectly seek
t he pl edge of a nenber of the General Assenbly's
vote or contact themregardi ng screening?

A. | did not. | did not regarding
sScreeni ng.

Q Ri ght .

A | presented qualifications. That was
the intent. That was all that happened. But |
recogni ze that there is -- the latter part of 935
calls for sonme scrutiny there.

Q So your attendance at these del egation
nmeetings -- and | wasn't at the Horry del egation
meeting. | think it was parents' weekend if this

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Is in the fall for ny daughter.
So | didn't see you there. But you are

t here presenting yourself? [|I'm--

A. Exactly. It's your nane, what you're
running fromfor, where you're from and maybe
30 second of your background, your qualifications.

Q Al right. So, again, for the record
you did not seek --
No.
-- directly or indirectly --

No.

o > O »

-- a commtnment or pledge to vote for
you?

A No. | did not.

Q Al right. |Is there -- you said you're
not enployed now, but it doesn't | ook that way
based on your resune and activities.

Are you still involved with everything
going on in Charleston or just half of everything
going on in Charleston? Spol eto.

A Ri ght .

Q On, and on, and on. | nmean, what are
you going to have to give up if you' re successful
in this bid?

A Spoleto is to be determ ned but | |ove

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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the hospitality element of that. It is a very
short-termthree-weekend-kind-of job. So I am
willing to give it up and | alerted them a couple
of days ago when we were tal king about this session
that | m ght.
| also mght try to balance it all, you

know, season by season. | did end ny enpl oynent
I n August of this year and | amrolling off of ny
nei ghbor hood associ ation board. So |I'mready. |'m
eager.

Q | s that nei ghborhood associ ati on board
tenure simlar to HOA service? Perhaps your son
m ght answer for you on that.

A. | roll off in January.

Q Very good. Last -- two things and
then I'm done hopefully. You were at Col unbi a
College in '"74 for sone period of tinme. Did you
meet Ms. Ludy?

A | did not. | was there for the sumrer.
If you named ny chem stry professor | mght be able
to tell you who that -- | m ght be able to say,
yes, | had hi m because he was gorgeous.

SENATOR RANKI N: Madam Court Reporter,

strike that |ast response fromthe record w thout

objection. Do | hear an objection? Son, you

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N T T N T S R e N T
a A W N P O © 00O N OO 01~ W N+, O

2020 Public Service Commission Screening January 7, 2020
State Regulation of Public Utilities
Page 213
didn't hear that either.
BY SENATOR RANKI N:
Q Ms. Ludy, of course, was the fanmous
olynpic track star, | believe --
A. Okay.
Q. -- of the Ludy Bowl --
A. Okay.
Q. -- had you gone to school there.
A. | was there for two nonths in the
sumer as part of -- as being a high school
st udent.
Q. Okay. The last question in terns
of your -- now, how many times have you been
bef ore her?
A. This is the third.
Q Has it gotten harder or easier?

Utimately is this a fair process both

In the testing and the interview and your vetting

t hat we conduct?
Fair and are we -- are we goi

the right information?

A. | woul d be happy to talk about that in

nmore detail --
Q. But - -
A. After --

ng after
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Q -- I"'mnot |looking for a | ot of detail.
A | know, but | think that the test is
t he best thing about the process. | -- not that
| -- no offense to you all, but | think that the
test requirenent is key to being able to understand
capabilities and what soneone knows now.
SENATOR RANKI N:  Thank you.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: O her questions?
EXAM NATI ON
BY SENATOR ALEXANDER:

Q Thank you for -- let nme just go back
one nore tinme, not the attending. | get the
attendi ng del egation neetings. | get --

A. Ri ght .

Q -- getting to recognize and stuff.

Okay. So if | understood you correctly sonebody
knows a del egation neeting and they kind of just
spread the word? Is that kind of --

A The judicial candidates do that. |
don't know that Public Service Conm ssion
candi dat es have done it in the past, but know ng
that the judicial candidates were doing it and we
were kind of a judicial |ight screening process it
made sense.

It al so was not partisan. It was our

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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under st andi ng that attendi ng del egati on neetings
wer e all owed.

Q Again, | hear that. | guess |I'm going
back to the part where you said that you had --
if | understood you correct that you had
i ndi vidual s contact -- what -- what did you say
about attendi ng?

Hel p me again wth what you said. You
made contact with individuals to make t hem aware?

A. To have them reach out to attendees of
the delegation neeting that -- that | was going to
be attending.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Okay. Thank you
for being here this afternoon. W appreciate your
w llingness to serve and -- we appreciate you. So
we'll go in according to this. Do | have a notion
that we go into executive session?

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: | so nove.

SENATOR ALEXANDER: Pursuant to Section

30-4-7 and for receiving | egal advice pursuant

to Section -- pursuant to Section 30-4-70(a)(2)
we have a notion to do that. Do we hear a
second?

REPRESENTATI VE FORRESTER: Second.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: We have a second.

A. William Roberts, Jr & Assoc. 800-743-3376
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Any revocation on the notion?

(No response.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: All in favor, say

aye.
(Board nmenbers stated aye.)
SENATOR ALEXANDER: Menbers and proxy
accounted for. It's unanimus. W'IlIl go

executive session.
(Off-the-record conference.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: We are out

executive session. There was no action that was

taken i n executive session. Do | hear a notion

t hat we adj ourn?

REPRESENTATI VE SANDI FER: | so nove.
SENATOR ALEXANDER: All in favor, say

aye.

(Board nenmbers stated aye.)

SENATOR ALEXANDER: The ayes have it.
We stand adjourned until 9:00 AMin the norning.

(The hearing was concl uded at

on December 7th, 2019 to resunme on Decenber 8th,

2019.)

i nto

of

5:20 PM
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Notary Public for the State of South Carolina, do
hereby certify that the foregoing transcript is a

true, accurate, and conplete record.

related to nor counsel for any party to the cause

pendi ng or

affixed ny official seal this 3rd day of February,
2020 at Charl eston, Charleston County, South

Car ol i na.
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, Priscilla Nay, Court Reporter and

| further certify that | am neither

interested in the events thereof.

W tness ny hand, | have hereunto

@oala Nay-

Priscilla Nay,

Court Reporter

My Conm ssi on expires
December 2, 2021
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South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Discovery

Court Rule 30

(e) Submission to Witness; Changes; Signing.

When the testimony is fully transcribed the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
examination and shall be read to or by him unless
such examination and reading are waived by the
witness and by the parties. Any changes in form or
substance which the witness desires to make shall
be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness, unless the parties by stipulation
waive the signing or the witness is ill or cannot
be found or refuses to sign. If the deposition is
not signed by the witness within 30 days of its
submission to him, the officer shall sign it and
state on the record the fact of the waiver or of
the illness or absence of the witness or the fact
of the refusal to sign together with the reason, if
any, given therefor; and the deposition may then be
used as fully as though signed unless on a motion

to suppress under Rule 32(d) (4) the court holds




that the reasons given for the refusal to sign
require rejection of the deposition in whole or in

part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS
COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4
SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their
independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or
at www.veritext.com.
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